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N Gauge 

OXFORD^ 

Oxford Diecast - Buses 


NNR002 New Routemaster Go Ahead London Central 
NEW .£7 


NSET004 5 Piece Bus Set London Transport_£27.50 

HO Gauge (1:87 Scale) 

OXFORD « 

Oxford Diecast - Cars 

87BC55001 Buick Century 1955 Turquoise/Polo White NEW £5 

87BS36001 Buick Special Convertible Coupe 1936 Black NEW .£5 

87CN57001 Chevrolet Nomad 1957 Dusk Pearl/Imperial Ivory NEW . £5 


87CP65001 Chevrolet Stepside Pick Up 1965 Light Blue/ 
White NEW .£5 

00 Gauge (1:76 Scale) 


Base Toys -Buses 

B208C Bristol MW6G "Crosville" - "Barmouth". £16 


B209A Bristol MW6G "Western National" - "Dartmouth" £17 

Commercial vehicles 

j*j» 

LI5 Pack of two Forklift trucks - British Railways_£8 

CORGI 

Corgi Collectables - Buses 


OM46615A New Routemaster, Arriva, 137 Streatham Hill.. .£30 


OM46615B New Routemaster, Arriva, 137 Oxford Circus£30 


EFE - Buses 


12311 Harrington Grenadier "Maidstone and District" 
"E7, Bournemouth" NEW .£29.71 


30716 AEC Renown -Greater Manchester PTE - 325 to Hollow End . £25.46 
36006 Leyland RTL 'EFE 25th Anniversary 1 - Subscriber Special NEW... .£23 
36709 SLF Dart Series 2 One Door - "First Southampton". £26 


38123 Bristol VRTII "City of Oxford" - "82, Aylesbury"... £29.71 


40101 Daimler DMS open-top in Network SouthEast - 
bridge maintenence vehicle - Ltd Ed.£33.96 

OXFORD £ 

Oxford Diecast - Buses 

76DR002 Duple Roadmaster South Notts. £13 


76MW6001 Bristol MW6G Royal Blue NEW .£14 

Cars 


QI3 


76ASS005 Austin Seven Saloon Black NEW .£4.50 


firm 


76CAV002 Vauxhall Cavalier Carnelian Red NEW. . £4.50 


76CC001 Carlight Continental Caravan Light Grey_£6 

76MGB007 MGB Roadster Chelsea Grey NEW .£4.50 

76NQ003 Nissan Qashqai Fired Iron NEW .£4.50 

76RAN004 Range Rover Vogue Indus Silver NEW .£4.50 

76SET41 5 Piece Ford Set NEW .£21 

76VP002 Volvo PI800 White NEW .£4.50 

Commercial vehicles 


76DAF001 DAF 85 40ft Box Trailer Royal Mail.£18 


76FBB001 Fowler BB1 16nhp Ploughing Engine 
No.15145 Rusty Dorset.£13 

76FCG004 Ford Cargo Box Van Royal Mail. £10.80 


76FSR004 Fowler Steam Roller No 19053 Patricia B .£1 0 


76FT3005 Ford Transit Mk3 Eddie Stobart NEW .£5 


*0* 


76MB003 Mercedes Actros GSC Flatbed Trailer J R Adams £20 


0 


76MB004 Mercedes Actros SSC D-TEC Combitrailer/ 

Container John Mitchell.£20 

76SDF002 Shelvoke & Drewry Freightlifter British Rail (Crimson) £10.50 

91 






76SHL01ST Scania Highline Nooteboom 3 Axle Semi 
Low Loader Stobart Rail.£19.40 


76SHL02CS Scania Highline Curtainside Stobart Power 
NEW .£1 9 


IJiJiyJ 


I ELL 


76TRF002 Thompson Refueller Shell NEW .£9 

Farming & Construction 

76KOM001 Komatsu PC340 standard (fully poseable) boom. £17 

76SET10A Fordson Tractor triple set blue, yellow & grey variants ... £9 

Military ground vehicles 

76DT002 Diamond T980 Tank Transporter 1 st Canadian Army - Italy 1943 £20 


76QLR001 Bedford QLR 1st Infantry Div - UK 1942 . .£12 


76TAC003 TACR2 RAF Pink Panther NEW .£9 

Public Service vehicles 




76FG002 Ford Galaxy London Ambulance Service NEW. £4.50 
76FHP001 Fordson Heavy Pump Unit NFS. £10.80 


76FHP002 Fordson Heavy Pump Unit London Fire Brigade £10.50 


76SET31 6 Piece London Fire Brigade 150th Anniv. 
WLG/TLM/Regent/F8/F106/AEC.£70 


76SHP001 Sherpa Van Royal Mail (Wales).£5 


1:50 Scale 

CORGI 

Corgi Collectables 
Commercial vehicles 


CC13799 Scania R Highline, Walking Floor Trailer, 
Malcolm Logistics, Colin Prior Collection of 8 cabs and 
trailers-LTD EDITION.£595 




CC14124 DAF 105, Slough International Freight & 
Packing Ltd, Slough, Berkshire - cab only.£45 


CC16005 Volvo FH, Step-Frame Trailer, Anderson new tool £68 




CC16007 Volvo FH, Maxwell Freight ‘Liberator’ cab only, 
new tool.£45 

O Gauge (1:43 Scale) 

CORGI 

Corgi Collectables - Cars 

VA11115 Land Rover Series 1, Cockpit Green, 1st road registered Land 
Rover. £21 

Public Service vehicles 


CC02799 Ashes to Ashes Set - Ford Granada Police and 
Audi quattro - NEW TOOLING (list £39.99)BARGAIN .£19 

OXFORD £ 

Oxford Diecast - Cars 

43JAG9004 Jaguar MklX Black/Imperial Maroon. £19 


43RRC001 Rolls Royce Corniche Conv. (Open) Indigo Blue£22 


43RRP3001 Rolls Royce Phantom III SdV HJ Mulliner 

Black.£20 

43RRP5001 Rolls Royce Phantom V James Young Navy Silver. £20 


43VA003 Volvo Amazon Blue Green NEW .£19 


£4 P&P for 2 or more items 

£7 P&P Next Day (Orders before 2pm) 


UK P&P £2 


All items in stock when advert created. 
Prices valid until 19/04/17 .Errors excepted. 


Sign up to our weekly newsletter at 


Follow us on * @hattonsmodels and 1 /hattonsmodelrailways 








































































The Commer two-stroke TS3 engine was produced by the Kent-based firm Tilling-Stevens, who were part of the Rootes Group at the time. 

I photographed his early Tilling-Stevens lorry at the Carrington Steam Rally back in 2009.1 don't know the significance of the workshop air 
compressor though! Photo Stephen Pullen. 


I never liked school. As far as I was 
concerned there was very little of 
interest to me, and I never forgave 
them for not putting me in the physics 
classroom that was full of cutaway petrol 
engines, and making me do cookery 
instead! 

Anyway, this dislike all changed when 
I went to college to study for my City 
& Guilds in motor mechanics. In fact I 
enjoyed it so much that a few years later 
I gave up my job totally and went back 
to study electromechanical engineering. 

I even realised that maths is actually a 
fascinating subject! 

Anyway, maybe Im just strange, but 
one of the things I really enjoyed back 
then was to research the life stories 
of the engineers and scientists who 
pioneered the machines, processes 
and theories that we were studying. It 
brought the whole subject to life for me, 
and while others in the class may have 
found certain subjects dry and boring, I 
could almost see the engineer involved 
toiling away at the bench, solving 
problems, trying new ideas that perhaps 
failed, and then finally succeeding in 
their goal. 


This interest in the unknown 
engineer has stayed with me ever 
since. In fact it annoys me that people 
can appear on television and become 
famous (and wealthy!) for doing little 
more than boiling an egg or whatever, 
but the scientists, engineers etc., who 
have made a far greater contribution to 
the world (in my opinion), are totally 
ignored. 

Perhaps though, thats how many 
people working in engineering want 
it, to be the unknown ‘backroom boys’ 

- and ‘backroom girls’ or course. I can 
name loads of superb female engineers 
of the past, and they’re even more 
forgotten... 

So, for my comment I’ve used Bob 
Tuck’s feature ‘Sounds wonderful’ 
for inspiration. In it he mentions the 
evocative sounds of the diesel two- 
stroke engines of the past. But who 
invented the two-stroke engine? 

It is actually accepted that there were 
three ‘fathers’ to the two-stroke concept. 
The first was a Glaswegian named 
Dugald Clerk, later Sir Dugald Clerk. 
Born in 1854, he patented a two-stroke 
engine in 1881. This did however, have 


a separate cylinder for charging the 
combustion cylinder. 

The ‘modern two-stroke, which uses 
the crankcase as the engine’s charging 
pump, was developed by Joseph Day. 
Born in London in 1855, he worked 
for the Bath-based crane maker 
Stothert & Pitt. He later started his own 
engineering firm, but it appears he sadly 
died in obscurity. 

The third ‘father’ will probably be 
far more well known to transport 
enthusiasts - Alfred Scott, who 
developed a practical two-stroke engine, 
and went on to produce the famous 
range of Scott motorcycles. A Scott 
‘Flying Squirrel’ is still on the list of 
motorbikes I’d like to own! 

Anyway, I’ll go no further here. 

At least these ‘pioneers’ have been 
mentioned, and to try to cram all their 
fascinating life stories into such a small 
space would do them a disservice. 

Gentlemen, you have not been 

STEPHEN PULLEN 

stephen.pullen@kelseymedia.co.uk 
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motorbikes from the 1890s to the 1990s. 
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Not sure what you need? Just ask one of 
our experts. We've been in business 
since 1962 - we know tyres! 


01590 612261 sale s@vfntagetyres.com www.vintagetyres.com 












@b? Classic Restoration 


Words: Bob Tuck Photos: Bob Tuck/As stated 


ONCE HEAR 








From the day he was bom in County Durham during 1955, Stuart Ritchie 
has lived his life surrounded by all manner of sounds. However one ^ 
distinctive symphony from his earliest days which he never tires of 
hearing is the crackle of the Commer TS3 two-stroke. But unlike those 
of us who need to search the rally scene to hear a working example, 
Stuart has his own superbly restored, TS3 powered, 1959 Comr 
Unipower conversion parked in the garage at the bottom of the yar 
Bob Tuck gives him the excuse to listen to that super 
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Classic Restoration 



Stuart Ritchie. 


EBB 719 dates new from 1937. Rated to carry 4-5 ton loads, these early Commers are recalled for 
their poor Bendix brakes. Photo E&N Ritchie collection. 


W ith a history going back to 

1898 (yes that’s 119 years - and 
counting) there isn’t much the 
Ritchie family haven’t seen. 
Everything from mangle wheels to road 
wheels have been bought, sold and used by 
four generations of this Hetton-le-Hole based 
concern so it’s perhaps no surprise the present 
management team - brothers Stuart and 
Alastair - have pooled their memories (and 
family archives) to document their fascinating 
story in: ‘Ritchies of Hetton-le-Hole.’ 

However, rather than just read a book 
about what the company has contributed 
to both the locality and the road haulage 
world, the Ritchie family has also amassed a 
stunning collection of classics which in itself 
gives a fascinating look at transport life going 
back through the years to the days of steam. 

It was in 1970 that their late father Colin, 
decided to take the firm’s much travelled, 

1939 Thornycroft Sturdy to the local steam 
fair at Birtley. In truth, people in the North- 
East didn’t quite know what to make of an old 
(diesel) wagon coming to a steam rally but 
that one step - which was subsequently done 
by many others - began to snowball and so 
create the UK’s extremely healthy, heritage 
commercial preservation scene. 

That Thornycroft four-wheeler is still 
very much an active participant on the rally 
circuit but it wasn’t until 1992, that Ritchie’s 
had a second vehicle to join it. This too was 
originally used by the family as a revenue 
earner but if truth was known - and Colin 
Ritchie had perhaps been given his own way 
- PBR 806 would never have been bought 
new in the first place. Colin didn’t like the 
original specification but as it was a cancelled 
order, it was a take it - or leave it - offer. And 
as the price was right, Colin’s Uncle Norman 
decided they would take it. 

In hindsight this did prove to be a good 
thing because were it not for the poor 


specification, this Commer-Unipower six¬ 
wheeler (like many other Ritchie motors of 
the time) would have probably been worked 
to death. Instead, it survived and once fully 
restored, it too has given pleasure to many 
- especially those who love the fabulous 
‘knocker’ sound. 

COMMER FAVOURITE 

Pressure on space means well have to fast 
forward through the early Ritchie history. 

In the 1950s, the family business was then 
headed up by the two brothers Ernest and 
Norman with Ernest’s son Colin (who was 
born in 1929) having the mechanical know 
how input when it came to vehicle purchases. 
The Ritchie business then involved buying 
and selling cars, petrol and providing all 
manner of motoring / workshop services; 
generating all manner of building materials 


under the banner of Hetton Sand & Gravel 
plus running a small but diverse haulage 
operation. 

Like many others of the time who carried 
on such a varied blend of activities, the 
modest Ritchie fleet list was also mixed. 
Although it was the marque of Commer that 
had become a family favourite, especially for 
their local tipping operation: “Something 
like 90% of our new Commers were 
bought through the Minories dealership on 
Tyneside,” says Stuart, “but it was always the 
case - whenever we bought a new motor - 
that someone from Ritchies would go and 
collect it from the factory. Ernest always 
thought that new vehicles would be thrashed 
by the delivery driver and if we picked them 
up, at least we’d know they were well cared for 
right from the outset.” 

As soon as he was old enough, Stuart 



321JPT was new in 1960. This TS3 powered Commer had an lift 9in wheelbase and was known 
as a three quarter length tipper, and could be used for general haulage as well. 

Photo E&N Ritchie collection. 
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COMMER TS3 TWO-STROKE 



WPT 52 was new in April 1957. The smiling face is Joe Bleanch. The petrol Matty Hall is the figure pictured with the second Commer-Unipower 
engine in this Commer QX 7-ton tipper was based on the one used in the which Ritchies used to operate. It was new in February 1962. 
Humber staff car during war time years. Photo E&N Ritchie collection. Photo E&N Ritchie collection. 



Left: This shot was taken in May 1967 at Team Valley, Gateshead, at the regional Lorry Driver of the Year competition. Joe Henderson is driving 
PBR 806. Note it still hasn't been sign-written since the day it was delivered new. Photo E&N Ritchie collection. Right: PBR in 1987 after 17 years in 
storage. It started up no problem! Photo E&N Ritchie collection. 


would often accompany his father Colin to 
pick up a new wagon and he recalls that other 
youngsters in his class at school were more 
than envious: “One day I told them I was 
going with my dad to collect a new AEC and 
they couldn’t believe I was actually going all 
the way to London.” 

However, when it came to PBR 806 
this was one Commer that wasn’t bought 
through Minories or even collected new 
from the Commer Cars’ Dunstable factory: 
“At this time,” recalls Stuart, “we used to 
have a caravan parked in what’s now our 
yard. It may sound a bit strange but back 
then, Hetton was very much surrounded 
by countryside. The caravan was owned by 
Joe Dowe who happened to be a salesman 
for the Sunderland based Rootes / Commer 
dealership of Northern Autoport which in 
turn was an offshoot to the large painting 
concern of A Hector Grabham. Joe would 
come and stay in the caravan most weekends 
and although he knew we bought our motors 
though Minories, he mentioned one day that 
they had a brand new Commer-Unipower 


six-wheeler that was a cancelled order.” 

During the 1950s, operators were used 
to having to wait (a varied period) for 
any new vehicle so picking up a cancelled 
order was a great way to jump this queue 
- however Colin wasn’t impressed: “My 
dad didn’t like this particular vehicle’s basic 
specification,” recalls Stuart. “It was fitted 
with smaller 8.25x20 tyres and only had a 
4-speed gearbox. And while he liked the idea 
of a six-wheeler, he didn’t think it would be 
any good for distance work. But in the end, 
Uncle Norman decided to buy it and it was 
delivered already fitted with a basic platform 
body. It had also been spray painted - albeit 
in slightly the wrong shade of green - but as 
we were so busy, we actually ran it for quite a 
while without it being sign-written.” 

WHAT A SOUND 

E&N Ritchie took delivery of their first 
Commer back in 1934 and more than 20 
years on, all the Commers they ran would 
still be fitted with petrol engines. The latest 
ones were superbly smooth - and quick - 


but they were of course heavy on fuel so 
the launch of the Tilling Stevens TS3 diesel 
engine into the new stylish looking ‘50s 
Commer certainly caught Colin Ritchie’s 
attention. 

As an option to this petrol-powered 
variant, Commer had long offered the 
Perkins diesel but this make of engine was 
never a Ritchie favourite: “We had an Austin 
tipper with a Perkins engine and also two 
Proctors - that were used on distance work,” 
recalls Stuart. “But all of these P6s were 
awful to start - I think it was their poor 
compression.” As well explain later, PBR 
was a far better starter and of course, made a 
sound all of its own. 

Although taken over by the Rootes Group 
in 1949, the Maidstone based concern of 
Tilling-Stevens (TS) is credited with the 
creation to this tremendous power pack 
which squeezed six pistons into three 
cylinders. Working on a two (rather than 
four) stroke principle meant the air had to 
be blown into the cylinders as part of the 
induction process. It was a small engine and 
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The lorry didn't require too much work to restore, but it was fitted with a 5-speed gearbox during the rebuild. Photos E&N Ritchie collection. 




Line-up of the Ritchie classics, together with an MAN from Vin Allen driving the Commer at the prestigious Cart Marking Ceremony in London, 

the modern fleet. Photo E&N Ritchie collection. All of the Ritchie classics have been to this event. Photo E&N Ritchie collection. 


slipped easily into the Commer chassis in a 
position which allowed the manufacturer to 
fit their easy access cab ahead of the engine. 

In its heaviest standard form as a four- 
wheeler, Commer were to rate these TS3s 
as a 7-tonner. However, if you wanted a six- 
wheel 10-tonner, Commer worked closely 
with the Perivale (London) based concern 
of Universal Power Drives Ltd (Unipower) 
to do the conversion. “They tended to use 
the long wheelbase tipping chassis to start 
with,” says Stuart, “and after lengthening the 
chassis, theyd use Commer hubs in the extra 
Unipower trailing axle that had a balance 
beam set-up in the build.” 

PBR 806 had obviously passed through 
the Unipower factory before heading north 
but as the ‘BR’ original registration denotes, 
the Commer was first taxed at Sunderland: 
“People come up to us now’’ says Stuart, 

“and after taking one look at the registration, 
they then say it must have been an ex Vaux 
brewery motor. I know Vaux ran a few of 
these six wheelers - some I think on the run 
to Usher Brewery at Edinburgh - but this 
was never one of theirs as we were the first 
owner.” 

DE-COKE IN MOTION 

The four-wheel short wheelbase tipper 99 
DPT was the first Ritchie TS3 powered 
Commer into service but Stuart recalls this 
only lasted about seven months before the 
engine needed major attention. It was a 
learning curve for the Ritchie team and the 


first thing they learned was that the engine 
preferred Shell Rotella T oil rather than the 
Mobil Delvac Ritchie had long used: “I think 
Shell must have made that oil specifically for 
the two-strokes,” said Stuart. 

The drivers of these new Commers also 
had to adopt a totally different - more 
aggressive - driving technique. Instead 
of being light footed with a petrol engine 
Commer, the TS3 powered vehicle had to 
be driven hard with the revs kept as high as 
possible so it would de-coke itself. The model 
soon became popular with other hauliers, 
although the sight of sparks flying out of the 
Commer exhaust still seemed an awesome 
sight - especially if it occurred during the 
hours of darkness. 

Not every Ritchie driver would be as 
forceful and Harry Evans is one in particular 
who was positively gentle with his driving 
technique. Harry is recalled as always 
wearing his old Army beret when he drove 
and then rarely went over 30mph. Such a 
style meant that carbon quickly built up and 
Stuart recalls the Ritchie mechanics had to 
take off the exhaust manifold and by using a 
bent scraper / screwdriver theyd gouge away 
the internal build up. 

PBR came on the road in October 1960 
and while it should have been used on 
long distance work, the fitting of a 4-speed 
gearbox meant it could only do 40mph - flat 
out. It was no good at that pace so it ended 
up being allocated to Joe Henderson who 
worked it on local distribution work: “Back 


then,” recalls Stuart, “we had an arrangement 
with Tommy Ford, the transport manager at 
BRS Thornaby depot on Teesside. Every day 
wed send him down three of our vehicles 
and theyd be used on loads their trunkers 
had brought in during the night. Joe and his 
Commer did all sorts although it regularly 
carried those big tanks of Guinness to Wood 
& Watson at Durham for it to be bottled.” 

Ritchies have long had a policy that 
whenever it was possible, their vehicles would 
be garaged over night. It was this routine that 
when Joe came in after ending a particular 
days work, hed put the Commer into its 
allocated parking space. What Joe didn’t 
know was that some clinkers (generated 
when the TS3 de-coked itself) had found 
their way into the spare wheel carrier. Tucked 
away at the back this was a resting place 
for things like a sheet, chocks and ropes 
which were dry as tinder due to some warm 
summer weather, and of course the inclusion 
of the red hot clinkers eventually meant there 
was a fire generated. “Luckily there were 
windows in the bottom shed,” says Stuart, 
“and someone passing by saw what was 
happening and raised the alarm.” 

PLATING AND TESTING 

PBR was lucky enough to escape that 
incident and by 1967, it had been moved 
onto working at Hill’s Doors at Stockton 
which became a regular traffic for the Ritchie 
fleet. The Commer slipped easily into this 
role as it didn’t travel too far but what was 
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The extra master cylinder added by Ritchie's to enhance the Commer's brakes. The 6x2 conversion was done by Unipower (Universal Power Drives Ltd). 


to become a huge headache for the Ritchie 
management was the prospect of having to 
plate and test all of their fleet. 

The Transport Act of 1968 was to see an 
end of the closed shop generated by the ‘A,’ 

‘B’ and ‘C’ carriers licensing system, as easy 
to get ‘O’ operates licences were introduced. 
To established hauliers like E&N Ritchie, this 
change actually removed a massive amount 
of value from the company’s worth. 

If that wasn’t bad enough, vehicles like the 
Commer-Unipower had to be brought back 
to premier condition in order to pass what 
would be an annual test. Ritchies had always 
looked after their motors and this is reflected 
in how they carried out major modifications 
to the six-wheeler’s original braking system. 
When Unipower added the extra axle, they 
didn’t add any more effort to the standard air 
over hydraulic braking system and just took 
an extension of the hydraulic pipe to operate 
the third axle brakes. 

In 1962, Ritchies had bought 8730 PT 
- another 6x2 Unipower TS3 but this one 
had a 5-speed ‘box and bigger 9.00x20 
tyres. Capable of 53mph it was worked 
hard but its driver complained of the brakes 
dropping away: “It actually ran into the 
back of someone and when the brakes were 
tried out, they were found to be wanting. To 
create more stopping power, a second master 
cylinder was fitted in tandem to bring the 
brakes up to scratch. And once we did this 
first six-wheeler, we did the same conversion 
/ up-rating to PBR.” 


By 1969, Ernest Ritchie was 77 and his 
brother Norman aged 69. To say these two 
company elders were worried about the new 
testing regime was putting it mildly: “I can 
still remember them moaning all doom & 
gloom,” says Stuart. In fairness, it wasn’t so 
much the ability for the Ritchie garage staff 
to bring the fleet back up to scratch but more 
the investment in renewing so many parts - 
on what was quite an old motor - that made 
the management ponder whether the exercise 
was simply cost effective. 

OUT OF SIGHT - NOT OUT 
OF MIND 

On 3rd April 1969, PBR was officially MoT 
plated and tested as capable of carrying 
freight for the next 12 months. That was the 
good news but the bad news was it could only 
gross a maximum of 15 tons. With having 


an unladen weight of just under 5-tons, this 
meant for a 10-ton payload which was exactly 
the same rating Commer gave it when it 
left the Unipower production line in 1959. 
However to E&N Ritchie this was a 33% 
drop in payload potential because they (like 
many other operators of the time) simply 
reckoned the Commer-Unipower as capable 
of carrying a 15 ton payload thus grossing 
closer to 20 tons. 

Although PBR was still good enough to 
be used on local work, time was catching 
up with it. Commer had slipped down the 
Ritchie preference list as AEC became the 
first choice for long distance / general haulage 
work. Having had so much money spent on 
the TS3 six-wheeler it was too good to scrap 
(and worth very little if sold second-hand). 
Instead, by 1970 it became categorized as a 
spare motor which in essence meant it was 


Specification ^ 

Make / Model: 

Commer-Unipower 6x2 conversion 10-tonner 

Chassis No: 

CD7 7620254 

Year: 

Built in 1959 - 1st registered 19.10.60 

Registration: 

PBR 806 

Engine: 

Commer TS3 3.261-litres six-cylinder 


two-stroke diesel 105bhp 

Gearbox: 

Originally 4-speed - now a 5-speed 

Gross vehicle weight: 

15 tons 

Top speed: 

40mph with 4-speed box; 53mph with 5-speed 

Fuel return: 

12mpg with 4-speed box; 19.5mpg with 5-speed box 

Body: 

Original fitted by Northern Autoport; replacement 


built by Joseph Bailey. 
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Dan Smith, our driver for the day, parks the Commer outside the Ritchie offices. 


pushed into the corner of the garage - and 
just left there. And as all sorts of assorted bits 
and pieces were piled onto its platform body, 
over the years it just became cocooned in 
Valuable rubbish. 

Rubbish is our word and not a Ritchie 
description because they’ve long been 
aware that one mans junk is another mans 
jewelry. Stuart recalls one of PBR’s last jobs 
was to clear out the stores of the Turvey car 
dealership of material that was just destined 
for the tip but with Colin Ritchies foresight, 
was gradually recycled to all manner of 
buyers. 

For the next 17 years, lots of things might 
have happened in the Ritchie story but 
these passed PBR by as it just hibernated the 
time away. In ’87 it was decided to: see if it 
would start,’ and Stuart well recalls the day 
as it had been a hard enough job just to find 
the Commer’s key. There was something 
of a crowd of Ritchie / Commer fans who 


gathered to see if the engine would even 
turn over but you’ve guessed it - with no 
water in; 17 year old diesel in the tank and 
no expectation whatsoever anything would 
happen, PBR purred into life in less than half 
a turn: “It was ticking over as though it had 
just come in from London,” recalls Stuart. 

HAPPY WANDERER 

Apart from things like hydraulic brake 
piping and other items that had rotted away, 
PBR didn’t require too much restoration 
work although there’s no surprise it was 
given a 5-speed gearbox during the rebuild. 
There were still plenty of Commer parts 
salted away in the Ritchie stores although 
Stuart recalls it took their last front bumper 
for that particular model of cab. Sadly Colin 
Ritchie didn’t see PBR restored to its full 
glory as he died (before his time) at the age 
of 61 in 1990 which was two years before the 
six-wheeler came back on the road. 



The lorry was originally fitted with a body by Northern Autoport; the replacement was built by Joseph Bailey. 




Now with 25-years service on the 
preservation scene, the Ritchie Commer is 
considered something of an old favourite. 
True, there’s been a mechanical blip or two 
in that time, and the shearing of the shaft 
to power the fan meant in ’95 it did Ted 
Hannon’s Northern Run on the back of Iain 
Wilkinson / Kevin McNamara’s ERF low 
loader. At the turn of the Millennium, it had 
a new engine fitted but if you want to see 
Stuart Ritchie blush then just ask him the 
reason why? 

At the grand old age of 57, PBR still 
generates smiles wherever it goes. In ’05, 
yours truly had the pleasure of clocking a 
few miles behind the wheel and all I wanted 
to do was change gear. I didn’t need to but of 
course every shift - up or down - prompted 
a great variance in engine revs which of 
course is music to the ears. Once you’d heard 
a TS3 Commer, it’s a sound you will never 
forget. «£♦ 



HSTTON-UMU 



The history of the company going back to 1898 
is told in the book, 'Ritchies of Hetton-le-Hole'. 


12 Heritagecommercials.com 


■ 




















shelterlT.co.uk 


shelterlTco.uk is a UK Based 
Company providing high quality 
portable temporary industrial shelters, 
covers and warehouses all over the 
UK, Europe and America. 

Lorry Workshops and Stores, 
Temporary Warehousing, Storage, Bus 
and Coach Garages, Container 
Shelters,Valet Bays, Boat Covers, 

Prefab Garages 


lnfo@shelterit.co.uk 
Contact:James Pindard 
Tel: 01757 289067 
Mob: 07876 178686 


“No two lorries are the same, that’s why 
you need a specialist to arrange your 
insurance cover” 

Eddie Johnson, HGV and Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 

The 
Classic 
Lorry 
Insurance 
Specialist 

www.classiclorries.co.uk or call 0161 410 1065 

Classic Lorries is a trading style of ISIS insurance. ISIS Insurance Service Limited is authorised 
and regulated by the Financial conduct Authority. Our firm number is 314533. 
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Albion restored to celebrate anniversary 


A leading British independent oil blender 
has provided the lubricants for a 
restoration project to celebrate Scottish 
haulage company Galt Transports 
70th anniversary this year. 

The Dumbarton-based haulier has turned 
back the clock by restoring a 1937 Albion 
CL 125 lorry with a little help from Morris 
Lubricants, who have the distinction of 
supplying lubricants for vehicles ranging from 
ultra-modern to classic. 

Managing director Allan Galt, who 
completed his apprenticeship at Albion 
Motors, Glasgow, acquired the Albion CL 125 
truck last year and it has been his labour 
of love to restore the vehicle and give it the 
original green livery of his father, Daniel 
T Galt. 

Now the Galt family plans to use the 
Albion CL 125 in photo shoots with some of 
the latest additions to the company’s fleet of 
vehicles, including one with a special platinum 
70th anniversary wrap. 

Mr Galt said: “We have enjoyed a 
long-established relationship with Morris 
Lubricants and use a variety of their products 
including engine oil, gearbox oils and greases 
across our modern, mixed fleet of over 60 
vehicles and 100 trailers. Morris was therefore 
a natural choice for us when restoring the 
Albion.” 

The Shrewsbury-based business was 
happy to help with the restoration project. 

The Albion CL 125 uses Golden Film SAE 30 
Classic Motor Oil, which is recommended 
for use in veteran, classic and vintage cars, 
motorcycles, commercial vehicles and tractors, 
where engine design and tolerances prohibit 
the use of modern multigrade, high additive 
level oils. 

In addition, the company also 


provided Superclean Motortune petrol 
treatment, an advanced fuel additive designed 
to clean and maintain petrol engine fuel 
systems. 

The haulage company, which has been 
owned by the Galt family since 1947, offers 
a wide range of transport and logistical 
solutions with its fleet of 60 trucks and 100 
trailers at four operating centres across 
Central Scotland, with services including lorry 
mounted crane hire, container lift, storage, 
distribution and driver training. 

Galt Transport was founded by Daniel 
T Galt in 1947 with four vehicles and a horse 
and cart providing a direct next day service 
from Glasgows quaysides to Dumbarton, 
Alexandria and Balloch. 


Twenty years later, his son Allan joined the 
company and grew the business and today, 
Allans son, Andrew, runs operations, while 
daughter Linda is marketing and business 
development manager. 

The company has been founded on a 
willingness to diversify and provide innovative 
transport solutions to customers. 

Morris Lubricants’ area sales manager 
for Northern England and Scotland, Steve 
Brownless, said: “There is always a deep 
satisfaction in being able to offer long standing 
customers lubricants to meet the demanding 
requirements of their newest fleet, but also 
to support the heritage that enabled them to 
become one of the best known and respected 
families in the business.” 



The restored 1937 
Albion CL125 
lorry. 


HARVEY RAMMOND (1934-2017) 


H eritage Commercials reader, 

Harvey Rammond, was taken on 
his final journey to Shepton Mallet 
Crematorium by Vintage Lorry Funerals 1950 
Leyland Beaver. 

Harvey was born in Barnet and attended the 
Elizabeth Allen School in the North London 
town. His National Service from 1953 to 1956 
was spent in Hong Kong as a Gunner with the 
Royal Artillery on Stone Cutter Island. 

On leaving the Army, Harvey drove tippers 
for Pannels of Golders Green delivering sand 
and gravel to building sites and tarmac for 
road building projects. In the late 1960s he 
started to deliver safes nationwide for Stratford 
Safes and then John Tann High Security Safes 
in Borehamwood. 

In the late 1970s Harvey moved to Wells 


in Somerset where he worked as a Lorry 
Driver for W C B Clares Limited, delivering 
supermarket shopping trolleys to depots 
throughout Britain, however, Harvey normally 
was given the London runs as he had an 
excellent knowledge of the roads in the capital. 

Harvey retired when he was 65 years old 
and he spent his time fishing and looking 
after the plants in his garden. He also liked 
to spend as much time as he could with his 
grandchildren. 

Harvey is deeply missed by June, his wife, 
and their children Mark and Karen, four 
grandchildren, and five great grandchildren. 

If you want to know more about the 
activities of the 1950 Leyland Beaver then visit 
www.vintagelorryfunerals.co.uk or phone 
01225 865346. 
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Llandudno Transport Festival 


T his year sees the 25th anniversary 
of the superb Llandudno Transport 
Festival held, as always, on the early 
May Bank Holiday weekend, which this year 
is the 29th & 30th of April and the 1st of May. 
The venue is Bodafon Field on Llandudno 
Seafront Showground, North Wales LL30 
1BW. Gates open from 9am to 5pm daily with 
the Shuttle Bus Service to Town starting at 
10am. 

As a measure of its popularity all entries 


are now full. The first time out renovations 
and commercials entry numbers around 150 
vehicles, plus 100 light commercials, military 
vehicles, fire engines, buses, Welsh Mods 
[Modern Class], tractors, motorcycles and 
classic cars. In addition there will be over 100 
Trade and Autojumble Stands. 

After two years of bad weather, the event 
will once again be hoping to resume the 
evening Road Runs once again. These 
will start on Saturday at around 6pm 


from the Showground, and on Sunday at 
approximately 6pm will be the start of the 
Great Orme Marine Drive run. Buses will 
run from the stop outside the main gate for 
anyone wishing to go to Conwy at the same 
time. 

Information can be found on the website 
www.llantransfest.co.uk and also with a SAE 
to Llandudno Transport Festival, 48 Church 
Road, Rhos on Sea, Colwyn Bay, CONWY, 
LL28 4YS. 



Just some of the fantastic commercials on display at previous Llandudno Transport Festivals. Photos Andrew Mytton. 


SEALEY SPRING 
PROMOTION 

S ealey have launched 
their new 68 page 
Spring Promotion 
which is packed with 
over 700 deals of their 
most popular tools & 
equipment and also 
features over 70 new 
lines and discounts of up 
to 56% off list price. 

The promotion 
includes a range 
of Jacking & Lifting equipment, Power 
Tools, Hand Tools, Vehicle Service Tools, 
Safety equipment, Janitorial products and 
Consumables, to name but a few. 

Also featured within the Spring 
promotion is Sealey s New ASC50 which 
they have added to their range of High Level 
Commercial Vehicle Support Stands. The 
support stands come supplied with three 
interchangeable crutches which provide an 
even load distribution for added stability. 
These units also feature captive, spring 
assisted, multi-position pin load support and 
castors for easy manoeuvrability making 
them ideal for use with commercial vehicles. 

Copies of the Spring Promotion are 
available from your local stockist, or 
you can view or request a copy online at 
www. sealey. co.uk 


Events for April 2017 

Visitors are advised to contact the 
event organisers prior to travelling. 
We cannot be held responsible for 
errors in this listing. 

2 April 

SPRING ROAD RUN 

Start at Warminster Central Car Park, Wiltshire 
BA12 9AD 

Organised by: Commercial Transport In 
Preservation Ltd Tel: 01747 823365 
Website: www.thectp.org.uk 

6-9 April 

GREAT NORTH STEAM FAIR 

Beamish Museum, Beamish, 

Stanley, Co Durham DH9 ORG 
Tel: 0191 3704000 
Website: www.beamish.org.uk 

15-16 April 

19TH CLASSIC COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLE RALLY 

Kirkby Stephen and Brough, Cumbria CA17 4QN 
Tel: 01536 23254 Website: www.facebook.com/ 
edenclassicvehiclegroup 

16 April 

TRANSPORT FESTIVAL 

Lincolnshire Road Transport Museum, 

Whisby Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 3QT 
Tel: 01522 500566 
Website: www.lvvs.org.uk 


22-23 April 

SANDBACH TRANSPORT FESTIVAL 

The Commons, Sandbach Town Centre, 

Cheshire CW11 1EG 
Tel: 01270 766238 

Website: www.sandbachtransportfestival.co.uk 

23 April 

ALL FORDS CLASSIC SHOW 

The British Commercial Vehicle Museum, 

King Street, Leyland, Lancashire PR25 2LE 

Tel: 01772 451011 

Website: 

www.britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com 

29 April 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
VEHICLES DAY 

Abbey Pumping Station Museum, 

Corporation Road, Leicester LE4 5PX 
Tel: 01162 995113 

Website: www.abbeypumpingstation.org 

30 April 

THE CHESHIRE RUN 

Onslow Park, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY3 5EE 
Tel: 01743 792731 

Website: www.shrewsburysteamrally.co.uk 

30 April-1 May 

TRUCKFEST PETERBOROUGH 

East of England Showground, 

Alwalton, Peterborough, Cambs PE2 6XE 

Tel: 01775 768661 

Website: www.livepromotions.co.uk 
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J&A Smith Ltd 


I am a fan of J&A Smith Ltd, Maddiston, 
and have built various models of Smiths 
vehicles and read as much history of the 
firm as I can find. My interest began in 
1964 when I started work, and my journey 
by bus passed the depot used by Smiths in 
St Albans, and I used to see their lorries 


leaving on their runs back up north. I know 
the firm started around 1931 with one 
lorry on coal haulage but I cannot find any 
information on when they ceased trading 
- or were taken over by another group? I 
wondered if some of your knowledgeable 
contributors, maybe the Scottish ones, 


can help with a date/year. Keep up the 
good work, I look forward to Heritage 
Commercial dropping though the letterbox 
each month. 

David Bray 
Via email 


and about 

W hilst i am into trucks of all ages, 

makes and models I have a particular 
soft spot for ERFs and Fodens. Attached are 
an example of each which I noted at Birch 
Services, still showing that they are capable 
of doing a decent days work. The Foden was 
snapped on the Westbound side on 22nd 


February 2017 as she made a stop for fuel 
before heading off on her next job. The ERF 
of J Barrett is a local truck based in Oldham 
and I snapped this on the Eastbound side as 
she took a breather on 2nd March 2017. 

Whilst the Foden isn’t as old as the ERF, 
every example that I see I simply have to try 
and photograph, as the working examples 
are getting rarer and to me are classics in 
their own right, this particular truck now 


being around 15 years old. 

Also attached is a photo of a Volvo FM7 
which I snapped at Charnock Richard 
on 22nd February 2017. Judging by the 
shape of the covered body it would suggest 
that this truck spends the bulk of its time 
carrying steel products. 

Chris Newton 
Via email 
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GOOD MORNING FROM CANADA 


I am writing you on behalf of my father, 
Dennis Young, who was a truck driver in 
the Second World War in Peacehaven on 
the south coast of England. For any of his 
mates that are still alive it would be nice to 
hear from you. Anyway, the recent article 
in HC about logging on the coast of British 
Columbia brought back memories for Dad 
and myself. He ran the repair shop in a place 
called Nekite River and Wakeman Sound 
for British Columbia Forest Products. He 
ran those large Hayes HDX in the camp 
with Detroit Diesel V-12s and Allison 5960 
automatic transmissions. Those trucks 
hauled many aload to the dumping ground 


to offload, and one thing that struck was one 
day in the camp, while I was visiting, the 
HDX came through with only three logs on 
the load. But they were the biggest logs I had 
ever seen and I think they were around 100 
tons for three trees. 

I worked for Detroit Diesel at the time, and 
repaired many a V-12-71 series engine. The 
coast was quite a wild place to fly in and out 
of the camps. 

The main reason I am writing is to tell you 
that he enjoys the magazine. He grew up in 
an era that was a tough time for England but 
it brings back memories of his driving on the 
south coast around Peacehaven, Brighton, 


Saltdean and Newhaven. He worked for his 
uncle at a store called Poplett’s in Peacehaven. 

For any readers that can remember my 
father they can e-mail me at sonofstrat@ 
gmail.com 

Thanks for a great magazine that shows 
a lot about trucking in England. I find it 
interesting as I worked on Kenworths, 
Peterbilts, Navistar, Freightliner and the odd 
Mercedes that were used around Vancouver 
many years ago. 

Keep up the good work 

Roger Young 
Via email 


HC MARCH 2017 

W hat a wonderful account of a person 
on the road delivering our food 
stuff etc., in this months HC. Thank you 
‘Reynard’! 

On the front of the magazine there is a 
photo of an O Series Bedford. Can anybody 
tell me if the Austin K Series used the same 
cab, and who manufactured it? 

On page 14 the Reverend Lines referred 
to Hall & Co - they had two makes of 
vehicles that caused trouble. The first was 
the Guy Warrior that came out on 900 x 20 
tyres. When loaded is was found that the 
front tyres and axle were overloaded, so 
they changed the front tyres to 1100 x 20 to 
increase the tyre weight and to put more 
onto the back of the vehicle. This is why it 
looked it had its nose up in the air. 


The other one was the Foden eight¬ 
wheeler tanker with a two-stroke engine 
used for bulk cement. This had water 
problems because it was pumping cement 
up into high silos. They put overseas 
radiators on them but this did not work. 
They also changed the material in the heads 
many times but with no luck. In the end all 
Halls discharge Fodens had gun metal 
cylinder heads. 

A bit more useless information! 

Derek Emblen 
Via email. 

Hello Derek. You may think its useless, but 
its just the sort of memories I love! Please 
keep them coming! - Ed. 


Aussie rules 

W ith regard to your recent comment 

about road tax, here’s a note to let you 
know what happens in New South Wales 
with registration renewal. First of all, 
about two months before the car registration 
is due for renewal, you receive both a paper 
document from the Roads and Traffic 
Authority (or Roads and Maritime Service 
as they call themselves now), and an email 
notification if you are on the internet, telling 
you when the vehicle registration is due. 

If you fail to renew the registration and 
continue to drive after the due date, then 
you will get caught, as all police cars in New 
South Wales (and I think in other states as 
well) - have a number plate recognition 
device fitted. These are connected via 
satellite, and can read six number plates a 
second. 

The no tax disk only applies to light 
vehicles, all heavy vehicles still have to have 
a tax disk, or in our case a transfer that sticks 
to the windscreen. 

As well, all heavy vehicles are subject not 
only to an annual inspection they can also 
be inspected at the roadside at any time. A 
favourite place for the police and RTA to do 
these inspections is around the roads near 
the wharves (docks). 

This happens even at night. 

I have been pulled up by the police after 
leaving the wharves, and ‘escorted’ to the 
checking station so my truck could be 
checked by RTA personnel. This includes not 
only a road worthy check, but also a weight 
check, and a check on the owner/company 
and, of course, a full license check, even 
though the police officer had looked at my 
license when he pulled me over. 

I almost missed my next time slot at the 
wharf after being delayed at the checking 
station one night. 

I have now retired and I do not miss that 
aspect of driving a heavy vehicle one little 
bit! 



Peter Cunningham. 

New South Wales, Australia. 
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Your say 




I have just finished reading another 
superb edition of Heritage 
Commercials (March 2017 issue) 

It was great to see photos of the 
Jensen Lightweight that was restored by ■ 
my friend Ray Horton during the early ■ 
1990s at a time that I was able to offer I 
free labour cleaning and painting all of K 
the steel rivets in the chassis! 

I have attached a photo of Ray 
standing next to the rolling chassis in 
about 1990. 

His previous restoration was the 
Diamond T (pictured) that he completed 
in about 1971 and continued to show even 
after completing the Jensen. 

The reason for the signwriting ‘Distinct 
Rarity’ was that it was the title of the article 
in (I believe) Motor Transport in about 
1975/76 advertising the Jensen as needing 
a new home. The reason why it was a 
distinct rarity was that it was one of the 
exhibits at the South Bank Exhibition of the 
1951 Festival of Britain, after which it was 
sold by the then Jensen dealer, Ferraris of 
Cricklewood. 

I was determined to find a photo of 


the Jensen on display, as it was such a big 
exhibition, but my searches at the National 
Newspaper Archive at Colindale in the early 
90s proved fruitless, but I did have success 
at the Public Record Office at Kew, which 
holds hundreds of boxes of information 
on the Festival (which back in 1992 were 
all on card index records) which is where I 
obtained a monochrome photo of the Jensen 
(the street lamp displayed next to it is one 
of a number made by Revo of Tipton - very 
close to the West Bromwich base of Jensen). 

It was nice to see that Ray’s Jensen is safe 
in the custody of David Roberts-Malpass 
(although I think it looks much better with 
the sides in place). 


Did anyone else notice that the 
I Commer artic on page 18 of the same 
issue - at the motor museum on the Isle 
I of Man - is signwritten ‘David Roberts- 
J Malpass’? It was great to see more local 
I trucks in the article on Scammell by 
Mark Gredzinski - who could fail to 
remember the Corona pop man coming 
around each week? The company I work 
for have worked with Doyle Demolition 
in the past too. Somewhere in his 
archives I believe Mark has photos that 
he took one Saturday morning in about 
1988 in my father’s yard (WJ Jenkins & Sons 
(Tipton) Ltd) -1 hope he manages to sneak 
some of their small fleet into future issues, 
as although I have nothing to do with the 
business it is still operating (run by my 
cousin Nigel Jenkins and his father Brian 
- my late father’s youngest brother). The 
firm was founded in 1890 by my great great 
grandfather with a single horse when he was 
almost 60 years of age. 

I look forward to reading future issues. 

Andy Jenkins 
Via email 


LEYLAND’S 0680 

I have just read Mr Hall’s letter about Leyland’s 0680 diesel engine 
in the December 2016 issue of Heritage Commercials, and I have 
to say that it is he who needs correcting. Leyland introduced the 
11.1-litre 0680 engine in 1951, because many overseas customers 
were asking for more power. Probably the first to be used for road 
vehicles were in the export bus chassis called the ‘Worldmaster’. 
Certainly they were offered as an option to the 9.8-litre 0600 engine 
in the Hippo and Octopus from 1952, and also in the Beaver and bus 
models from 1954. 

There is a better photo of Fellsides Beaver, reg YRM 370, in 
Graham Edge’s book on Leyland Beavers, and it appears to be a 
perfectly standard tractor unit. I would suggest that Mr Hall may 
be getting confused with the 11.1-litre P680 engine, which was 
announced at the 1960Earles Court Motor Show for the new Power- 
Plus range. These gave 200bhp against the 0680’s maximum of 150. 

Eric J Muckley, 

Leyland Society Founder Member, 

Warrington. 


AN UNUSUAL SCAMMELL 

I was born in Watford in 1946. An avid train spotter as a child, 
I would see the Scammel Mechanical Horses going to and 
from from Watford Junction that was a major freight depot 
back then. 

In 1962 I left school to begin an apprenticeship at a company 
on Whippedell Road. My sister lived in West Watford, so I 
frequently walked past the Scammel works on Tolpits Lane. 

One afternoon in the mid 1960s I saw an odd vehicle leave 
the factory for a road test. It was in desert camouflage with 
three axles, but the odd thing was the wheels were offset by 
about six inches, and the vehicle lurched along the road, 
presumably simulating a rocky path. 

Move forward over 60 years and I now live in California. 

The nearest thing to a truck I own is a 29ft RV based on a Ford 
E350 with a 7.5-litre V8 engine. Driving it with the armchair 
comfort, with air con and cruise control set, it’s light years 
away from the vehicles I love reading about in this magazine! 

Geoff Tanner 
Tujunga, California. 
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T he first wagon I legally drove on the 
road was a Foden four-wheeler, 14 
tons gross with a Gardner 5LW engine 
and seven-speed gearbox. This was in 
1968 when I was 21 years old. This was my 
first job on my first day at British Soda. I 
was to go with the lorry’s regular driver, 
Noel Evens, to take a load to Grimsby. 

The route taken was Buxton, Chesterfield, 
Gainsborough, and then on to Grimsby. 
Noel drove the wagon loaded, and I drove 
the empty wagon home to Sandbach. There 
were a few missed gear-changes from me, 
but we got there! 

I said ‘legally’ earlier because I drove a 
few while under age. This is a list of some of 
the lorries I drove. AEC Mk5 eight-wheeler 
caustic soda tanker, empty. This was from 
Junction 19 to Junction 18 of the M6, and 
I only drove this once. AEC Mercury artic. 
Albion tilt-cab four-wheeler, Commer six¬ 
wheeler flat (two-stroke). I made several 
deliveries to Smithfield Market, London, 
with these lorries on Sunday nights, and I’d 


be back home by 6am. I then did a full shift 
at Fodens in the paint shop, starting at 8am. 

These jobs were to get experience behind 
the wheel. What you can do when you’re 
young! 

One day I was in the yard at British Soda 
and a man from the Ministry came to see 
me. He asked a few questions and then 
went away. Unknown to me, these wagons 


had not got ‘A’ licences, so you get the 
picture. 

There was a court case, but I didn’t hear 
any more about it. These were the good old 
days’. 

Dave Norbury 
Sandbach, 

Cheshire. 



Martian sat behind a farm opposite New 
Mill at Seaton Ross, motionless but not in 
as poor shape. That too disappeared, till I 
found it years later parked outside a chippy 
in Pocklington, maybe the summer of 2014, 
as the then owner was taking it out for a 
spin before handing it on to a new one. 

I only hope the recovery lorry met the 
same fate, but I really do not know. I never 


DID IT SURVIVE? 

I took this photo back in the early 90s/ 
lates 80s. Hewson & Robinson were at 
the junction of Sutton Lane and Hull Road, 
between Wilberfoss and Barmby Moor, 
York, on the opposite side of the road from 
Jimmy Johnson’s old yard, and maybe half a 
mile further toward Pocklington. Apologies 
for the quality, the negative is water 
damaged, and the scanner old. 

I was told that this recovery vehicle was a 
1944 Federal 6x6, re-engined with an early 
Magirus Deutz motor. I remember seeing 
it on the move occasionally in the York 
area, often at some speed - whatever it was 


fitted with did not lack a bit of power! Then 
in the mid 1990s, I stopped seeing it at 
all. I’ve no idea where it went, but know it 
was getting rougher every time I saw it, so 
worried it might have been scrapped. 

There used to be a 1950s Leyland 


saw it in Johnsons yard, and I’ve not heard 
of it elsewhere either, and am now long out 
of touch with such things. 

Any ideas anyone? 

Allan Smith 
Via email. 


A TALE OF TWO SAURERS 


reat article in the March 2017 issue 
of HC about Laurent Dircks, his two 
Saurers and his DAF. I remember back 
in 1970 my then girlfriend and I drove 
to Austria and it was great to see Saurers, 
Graf Und Stift, Berna and even MAN back 
then, as they were not imported here until 
‘73. Another was of course Steyr. What 
with the lovely scenary, food, and all these 
great trucks, it was brilliant - although the 
girlfriend did not appreciate me spending 
so much time looking at truck yards when 
she wanted to go off exploring. Another 
truck that it was nice to see was Bussing 
with that unusual engine layout. I was in 
my element and it was a great trip. Only 


saw today a photo of an abandoned Berna 
out in Gambia. 

The girlfriend and I did marry two years 
later and were together twenty three years 
but I think my truck interest got to her in 
the end, and she could not stand it anymore 
and left me. But my second wife seems 
to be able to “put up with it”, although 
sometimes it gets to her but it’s better than 
chasing other women! 

Keep up the good work. You have had 
some really interesting letters in your letter 
column lately. 

Trevor G Jones 
Via email. 
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Your say 


MEMORIES OF TIMES PAST 




F irstly, I’d like to tell Mark Gredzinski 
how much I enjoy his photos. I can really 
relate to them! The ones in the November 
2016 issue that really hit a chord, as he is 
at the heart of the Midlands, which seems 
to me to be completely ignored by other 
magazines. On reflection, in over a decade of 
reading ‘Classic and Vintage Commercials’, I 
never seemed to bond... 

Back to the November 2016 issue, ‘It pays 
to advertise’, the Jensen. Trevor, who comes 
with me shows etc., got it into his heart that 
he wanted an old lorry. He used to be a lorry 
driver, and his son drives a unit. Trevor is 
81 years old, and has sold his classic car, 
and missed his last season. I met him a few 
years ago at a small village show. He teamed 
up with me in 2016. Last September I went 
with him to Kent to look at a Dennis. No 
go. After a couple of sorties on his own he 
got me to go to Stockport with him, to K&R 
Walsh Bros. They had a beaver-tailed Ford D 
Series for sale, but I managed to talk him out 
of it as it had no power steering. In fact, I 
have talked him out of the idea completely. 

K&R Walsh turn out some really good 
work, and it was a privilege to visit them. 
However, it was Manchester, so it never 
stopped raining! 

The factory estate we visited was massive. 


I have been to many, but this was the biggest. 
I asked one of the Walsh brothers what it 
had been, and he told me it was where they 
made Avro Lancaster bombers during the 
Second World War. What a heritage gone! 

I could imagine a bomber taxiing down the 
wide roadway. 

There was still a military presence on the 
other side of the security fencing. But what a 
massive site! Kynock ICI was a huge site, but 
it never had the buildings and workshops 
like this, with large slanting roofs, and 
long avenues. The factory workers’ homes 
were outside. It must have been a mass of 
people at shift change time, during the war 
and after. My imagination runs away, our 
heritage. 

The BRD site is only a mile from where 
I live. It was a big blow to the local people 
when it closed. There are second, third and 
fourth generation people who live here. They 
have never witnessed the destruction of 
the inner cities, such as Birmingham. They 
are still called ‘villages’, Runfall - Shellfield, 
Pellsall, Brownhills... So much for nostalgia, 
we are only locally connected to Walsall. 

Looking at the photo again of the 
Jensen on the back on the trailer, you 
can see the unit has all the room it needs 
to turn around. No fighting for space! 


You can imagine a Lancaster bomber on 
the concrete. There must be photos or 
documents of this area during the war, but 
I’ve never seen any. How did the aircraft 
leave the factory? Was there an airfield? 
Manchester airport perhaps, or did they 
leave by road? 

One final item - another kick in the teeth. 
To speed things up I gave the wife £3 to get 
the enclosed five photocopies. They can’t be 
more that 50-60p each, I thought. But when 
she gave them to me with the bill it was 
£12.50! That’s never right, and I shall query 
it next time I go into Walsall. 

Anyway, here’s a few photos from my 
travels. Picture one shows ‘Sue’ in the cab in 
front of the entrance to an event. The next 
photos show the 900 x 20 tyres and two 
heavy-duty tarpaulin sheets and a Bedford 
TK front bumper bar. The next is a Firmin 
AEC. The next photo shows us unloading 
the tyres in the auction yard. The final but 
one photo is the Bedford with ‘The Percy 
Thrower Garden Centre’ written in the 
doors. Younger readers may say ‘who’s Percy 
Thrower?’ A real blast from the past! 

I have also included a photo of the Dennis 
in Kent. Did it find a good home? 


Tony Hill 


AN ERF FIRST 

I am writing regarding the letter on page 15 of the March issue from 
JB Simm from Crewe about the ERF. He is right about it being 
parked up in a farm building, and it is just across the road from the 
Broughton Arms on the Newcastle to Crewe Road. I have been past 
today (19/2/2017) it looks in a very sorry state, with paint fading 
after standing for over 20 years. I understand from a friend of mine 
that used drive it that it has had quite a lot bits taken off and sold 
over the years. From what he was saying there has also been a lot of 
people trying to buy it over the years to restore and show it, but the 
owner will not sell it. 

M E Bona, Nantwich. 


Always glad to help 

I am making an enquiry as to whether Heritage 
Commercials has ever featured any articles on Army 
recovery vehicles. In addition, do you have a contact address 
for the AEC Society? 

K lies, Westgate on Sea, Kent 

Thanks for getting in touch. Over the years we’vefeatured 
military recovery vehicles many times. The most relevant to you 
would be a two part article featured in the December 2015 and 
January 2016 issues. These can be bought via the Kelsey back 
issues website - shop.kelsey.co.uk/hcm 
For the AEC Society you’d have to go to the website: www. 
aecsociety.com All the best - Ed. 
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25th 

MAYDAY 

BANK HOLIDAY 

WEEKEND 

Sat 29th April, Sun 30th & Mon 1st May 2017 

Bodafon Fields, Llandudno, North Wales LL30 3BW, 
Great Orme & Conway, Evening Road Runs. 
Shuttle bus service available 
Details SAE: - 48 Church Road, Rhos on Sea, 

Colwyn Bay, Conwy County, LL28 4YS 
Tel: - 01492 545053 up to 6pm ONLY, 

www.llantransfest.co.uk 




Border Counties Vintage Club Limited presents 

STEAM & COUNTRY SHOW 

Vauxhall Fields, Monmouth NP25 5BA 

Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th April 2017 
VINTAGE AND COLLECTABLE AUCTION (Sat only) 
Details contact: G W Richards 01600 860300 
Gates open at I Oam 

'W SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS * 

D0Q SHOW ■ BELGIAN ORGANS ■ LOCOMOTION & RHAPSODY 
CHILDREN'S ENTERTAINMENT 

PRE-PAY CAMPING & FREE CAR PARKING. In aid of Local Charities. 

Contact Ian Harper (Show Co-ordinator) 07966 117936 
www.bordercountiesyintageclub.co.uk 
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Birmingham Coventry 

Tel: 0121 359 5888 Tel: 02476 584488 


Boston 

Tel: 01205 311771 

Cambridge 

Tel: 01223 861371 


Nottingham 
Tel: 0115 978 7274 
Leicester Peterborough 

Tel: 0116 226 5100 Tel: 01733 727100 
Norwich Sheffield 

Tel: 01953 857272 Tel: 0114 269 3230 


South Normanton West Bromwich 
Tel: 01773 863 311 Tel: 0121 553 2737 
Stoke-on-Trent Wolverhampton 
Tel: 01782 214490 Tel: 01902 352888 
Heritage commercials readers please 
quote REC1 when enquiring 


jEuj Ribblesdale Auto Electrics Units Ltd 


Established in 1969, we have many years 
experience in reconditioning and repairing 
all types of motors and generators for the 
automotive industry. 

• Commercial • Plant • Marine - Tractor 
• Car • Motorcycle 


• Starters • Alternators • Dynamos 
• Magnetos • Parts 


For competitive prices and further information 

call 01772 796 047 Fax 01772 693535 

www.ribblesdale.co.uk 

Ribblesdale Auto Electrics Units Ltd, Deepdale Mill Street, 
PRESTON. PR1 5BY 
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S 0800 0725336 


Hour Emergency Assistance, 7 Days a Week 
Recovery back Home or on to Destination 

Service available to all vintage vehicles 
- no age restriction 

Years' Experience in Providing Assistance to 
r Customers 

essional breakdown service with a proven history 
of success then look no further! 

, we have been providing a 
ationwide service to our 
for the last 45 years in the UK and 
provide service to a variety of 
ial vehicle owners from vintage bus 
thusiasts, horsebox owners to large 
rcial fleet operators. 

us at:- 

HOME ASSISTANCE, MAYLEIGH HOUSE, KETTERING ROAD NORTH, 
NORTHAMPTON NN3 6HH 

Alternatively please call us on FREEPHONE 0800 0725336 or 
Email us at: info@autohome.co.uk 
where we will be glad to deal with your enquiry 



































HOW TO BUY YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

OFFER 1 . DIGITAL EDITION: pktmags.com/heritagecommercials 
OFFER 2 . PRINT EDITION: COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM BELOW 


^YES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO HERITAGE COMMERCIALS MAGAZINE 
AND PLEASE SEND ME MY FREE PAIR OF WORKTOUGH CHUKKA BOOTS (UK 
SUBSCRIBERS ONLY), MY UK SIZE IS.(SIZES AVAILABLE 2 - 14 ). 

DELIVERY / PAYERS DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


.Post / Zip code 

Country. 

Daytime phone.Mobile. 

Email. 

GIFT DELIVERY DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


Post / Zip code 


Country. 

Daytime phone.Mobile 


Zb BEST UK DEAL • SAVE 21 % • BEST UK DEAL • SAVE 21 % 


□ I WISH TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT (UK ONLY) 

£39.99 taken eveiy 12 months (SAVING 21%) PLUS FREE WORKTOUGH BOOTS 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 

Name of Bank. 

Address. 


.Postcode 

Account name. 

Sort code Account number 


Signature. Date. 

Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction are subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with Kelsey Publishing Ltd. and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank 
or Building Society. 


Originator’s Id number 

81 31 71 31 81 3 


> PAY BY CHEQUE/DEBIT/CREDIT CARD 


□ UK: 12 issues £5439 SAVING 15% £42.99 PLUS FREE WORKTOUGH BOOTS 

□ UK: 6 issues £2530 SAVING 10% £22.95 (NO GIFT) 

□ USA / EUROPE: 12 issues £64.49 (NO GIFT) 

□ REST OF WORLD: 12 issues £70.49 (NO GIFT) 

□ I enclose a cheque made payable to Kelsey Publishing Limited. (Drawn from a UK bank account)| 

□ Please debit my □ Visa □ Visa Debit □ MasterCard 
Card number 


Security number 

Valid from./.Expiry date./. 

Signature.Date 


PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX Heritage Commercials Subscriptions, Kelsey 
Media Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry's Hill, Cudham, Kent,TNI6 3AG 

INTERNATIONAL ONLY: PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

Heritage Commercials Subscriptions, Kelsey Media Ltd., Cudham Tithe 
Barn, Berry's Hill, Cudham, Kent,TNI 6 3AG, England 

Q=^T) PHONE TOLL FREE FROM USA:1 -888-777-0275 (7am-3pm ESI) 
I 111 1 INTERNATIONAL ONLY PLEASE CALL: 0044 (0)1959 543 747 


I s *. *FREE gift subject to availability, we reserve the right to offer an alternative product at the same or higher retail 
value. On receipt of your order your free gift will be delivered within 25 working days. Offer/prices available until 
J 28th April 2017. Kelsey Publishing Ltd., uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how 
we would like to use your personal information. For full details visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 0333 043 9848. If 
“ you have any questions please ask as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, 

k that we and our partners may contact you about products and services that will be of relevance to you via 

O direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time via email on data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or 
X call 0333 043 9848. 



2 EASY OPTIONS... 




OFFER 1 DIGITAL EDITION 


PAY JUST £28.99 
FOR 12 ISSUES 
SAVING 43%' 

All of our digital magazine 
subscriptions and issues can be 
downloaded from anywhere in the 
world and read on PC, Mac, iPad, 
iPhone, Android devices, Kindle Fire, 
Windows 8 devices and any HTML5 
compatible device. 



* Discount calculated from print issue pnceof £4.25. 
FREE gift not included with digital subscription orders. 


AVAILABLE ON 
THE APP STORE AND 
POCKETMAGS.COM 

Available on 

P^ket ..cam 


pktmags.com/heritagecommercials 









































































SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


WHICH ONE SUITS YOU? 


OFFER 2 UK PRINT EDITION WITH FREE GIFT 


FREE WORKTOUGH CHUKKA 
BOOTS WORTH £21.95 

This month we are offering UK subscribers a fantastic 
FREE pair of WorkTough Chukka boots worth £21.95. 

These fantastic safety boots are smart yet highly durable. They benefit 
from steel toe-caps and a padded tongue for all round comfort. It is a 
classically styled boot suitable for all trades, the ultimate in quality and 
comfort and with solid construction, they are made to last. Get yours 
FREE when you subscribe today! 

Black Leather Steel Toe Boot with Padded Bellows and Tongue 
Antistatic Dual Density Polyurethane Sole 
Internal Steel Toe (200 Joules) to EN345 SI 
Outer Material: Leather 
Inner Material: Fabric 
Sole: manmade 

Closure: Lace-Up J 

Shoe Width: Regular 
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*21 % saving based on cover price of £4.25 
per issue. UK Direct Debit print offer only, 


all print magazine subscribers 

ARE AUTOMATICALLY 


• preferential rates on our associated events and products 

• A constantly refreshed range of products to choose from 

• First access to subscription offers on other Kelsey titles 

• Exclusive discounts on your favourite brands i 

• Free entry Into subscriber only competitions I 


r shop.kelsey.co.uk/subscriberplus 


3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 

1 ONLINE 

1 shop.kelsey.co.uk/hcm 

O POST 

r Fill in the form and send to: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, 
Heritage Commercials Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., 
Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Flill, Cudham, Kent, TNI6 3AG 

q CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTION TEAM 
O 0333 043 9848 & quote offer code HCMP0417 

Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. Please note that calls are charged at 
your local rate, for further information please check with your service provider. 



























@b? Classic Restoration 


Words: Alan Barnes 
Photos: Alan Barnes/As stated 


Wreck 

rescue: 


The January 2016 issue of Heritage Commercials 
featured the story of Roger Mortimore’s DAF 
2400 ‘Restoration that Never Was.’ But recently 
Roger has been involved with the early stages of 
a new project and this could well be viewed as 
the ‘Restoration that Certainly Will Be!’ 



A pparently the news that Roger’s 
‘Spring Cleaning’ had created 
some space in the small yard 
surrounding his workshop had 
begun to spread. His wife Margaret was 
beginning to become accustomed to the 
unfamiliar wide open spaces in the back 
garden. However, any plans for a few more 
shrubs and perhaps some flowers were soon 
put on hold as Roger mentioned that had 
apparently opened a ‘home’ for itinerant 
Crusaders, or perhaps more accurately some 
temporary accommodation for a Scammell 
Crusader that had certainly seen better days 
and would soon be on its way to Germany. 

The proud owner of the Crusader is Glen 
May, who lives with his wife, Judith, and 
daughter, Emilie, just to the south of Munich 
and who had arranged to buy the Scammell 
from Jack Schofield towards the end of last 
year. Jack still has two of his Crusader’s in 
regular use but also has a number of others 
parked up in his yard which he has acquired 
over the years. 

I asked Glen about his interest in lorries 
and what had prompted him to buy the 
Crusader. “I have always liked lorries as far 


back as I can remember and my first one 
was an 18th birthday present. I took my 
HGV when I was a student and some driving 
jobs during that time helped to pay for my 
studies. I spent four year driving lorries, two 
on agency work and another two on tippers. 
Most of my agency work involved driving 
for Whitbreads in Kentish Town and I loved 
every minute.” 

“The Austin which was my birthday 
present had been a horsebox and had 
only done around 26,000 miles but when 
I bought it the cab was completely rotten. 
Come to think of it that first lorry had a lot 
in common with the Crusader cab, which 
is just as rotten. While searching around for 
some replacement parts I met a great guy 
called Di Oliver who at the time was breaking 
light lorries for export, mainly Terriers, 
Boxers and Ford D Series. I started working 
for him during my summer holidays and in 
return he arranged for me to learn the ‘dark 
art’ of welding. He left the actual teaching 
to a fantastic Polish guy called Jack and we 
worked on my Austin, welding up one half of 
the cab together while I did the other half by 
myself!’ 
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Jack's Crusader was used to push Glen's lorry onto the low loader. Photo Glen May. 


WEDDING TRANSPORT 

“Mainly due to lack of money the work on 
the Austin took several years but it was finally 
completed in 1999 just in time for my mates 
wedding. I was pleased with the way the lorry 
had turned out although flat out at 35mph on 
the M25 was a little scary Sadly I had to part 
with the lorry when I moved to Germany and 
I sold it to a chap in Anglesey who was into 
tractors. I didn’t sell it for very much as it was 
not really finished as the body needed some 
of the woodwork replacing and there was still 
work to do on the cab. However I will always 
have a soft spot for 8393 CR and I wonder 
where she is now.” 


“The Austin was followed by a couple 
of soft restorations’ a 1965 Series 11A Land 
Rover which I have now had for 23 years, a 
1974 Mercedes Coupe which I used to run 
around in when I moved to Germany and 
is now getting the attention it deserves, and 
there is also a Series One Land Rover on my 
‘to do’ list. There is enough work to keep me 
occupied for a while so why on earth did I buy 
a Crusader?” 

“My parents have recently moved to Kent 
and live only a field away from Roger’s place. 
On a visit last summer I was out walking the 
dog and spotted the yard with its old lorries 
which was a ‘red rag to a bull’, and as Roger 


was out in his yard I struck up a conversation - 
well it would have been rude not to. The lorry 
talk turned to Crusaders which I have always 
liked and I casually mentioned that I was 
planning to get one of my own when I reached 
the grand old age of 45. By that time I thought 
that I would have completed the work on the 
Mercedes and the Land Rover.” 

“I was looking for a left-hooker, four- 
wheeler that did not need masses of work. I 
know that there are quite a few six-wheelers 
about but the four-wheelers seem to be very 
thin on the ground and quite pricey, and I 
certainly didn’t have 20K to spare. Roger used 
a Crusader in his haulage business for many ^ 
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Classic Restoration 


Roger and Glen with the 
new arrival. 
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◄ Glen in the 
cab. He looks 
happy with 
his purchase! 


► Pushing 
the new 
arrival into 
the yard. 


T Roger's 
S26 pulls the 
Crusader 
off the low 
loader. 



years and it is still in his shed today. However 
Rogers next move came as something of 
a surprise as he launched into a hunt for a 
suitable vehicle almost immediately. A few 
emails came and went, there were Amazons 
at 20K, and a few ex military vehicles but 
they were not what I was looking for. Then 
I received an email while I was on a family 
holiday in the north east of England advising 
that there were not one but five four-wheelers 
for sale at Retford, not too far from where we 
were spending the holiday 5 

“The vehicles were being sold by 
showman, Jack Schofield, and I lost no time in 
telephoning him to talk about the Crusaders 
and from our conversation it sounded like 
one of them was exactly what I was looking 
for, a four-wheeler, a bit rough but complete 
and the price was right. I arranged to have 
a look at the lorry and although it was stuck 
behind a trailer in the yard and I could not get 
a detailed look at it a deal was agreed.” 

FANTASTIC FREIGHTLINER 

“I had come over from Germany for a few 
days at the beginning of January to handle the 
arrangements for the first part of the Crusader’s 
journey back to Munich. Peter Denham, a 
friend of Rogers, had agreed to bring the 
Scammell to Kent, where Roger had kindly 
offered to provide ‘bed and breakfast’ for the 
lorry. On the Saturday morning I was greeted 


by the sight of Peters fantastic Freightliner and 
low loader waiting for me outside my hotel. 

Not only was I going to pick up my own British 
Classic but I was getting to ride in an American 
Classic as well - it was Christmas all over again. 
This had all the makings of being a very good 
day indeed.” 

“Having arrived at Jacks place we fired up 
his own Crusader and this was used to push 
mine on to the trailer. Sitting in the drivers seat 
for the first time I was looking down on the bar 
when the first shunt showered me in rust and 
rat poo - this is obviously the glamorous bit 
about classic vehicle restoration! Nevertheless 
we got it nice and straight on the trailer and 
strapped it down ready for the journey south. 
Having been underway for about twenty 
minutes we stopped to check that the load 
was secure and found what looked like ton of 
rust flakes from the Crusader on the bed of 
the trailer. Well, that would save me having to 
remove them later!” 

“The trip down the A1, the Ml 1 and M25 
down to Kent passed without incident apart 
from me sitting there with a permanent grin 
on my face and constantly opening the window 
to listen to the 350 Cummins beating away. A 
wonderful experience, especially Peters use of 
the Jake brake as we came over the bridge at 
Dartford. By early afternoon the Freightliner 
with its sheeted Crusader load was cluttering 
up’ the main road outside Roger’s house where 



The green moss was rather fetching! 


my Dad and my young niece, Trudy, had come 
to watch the great unload.” 

“Then came the ‘tricky bit’ - offloading 
the Scammell in the narrow access lane to 
the yard, but before that it was time for tea 
and bacon sandwiches which Margaret had 
kindly prepared. That could have put an end 
to activities for the day, with hot tea and a 
cosy warm living room and some good banter 
and ‘lorry chat’ making the time pass quickly. 
However we managed to rouse ourselves before 
the sun set and it got too dark to unload the 
Crusader.” 

I had come along in my capacity as 
an ‘observer’ to take a few snaps of the 
proceedings on what was a cold but pleasant 
winter’s afternoon. With the sheet removed the 
Crusader was revealed in all its green glory, 
green being not only the colour of the main 
paintwork but also the large patches of moss 
which were adorning the top of the fuel tank 
and the fifth wheel mounting. Jack had said 
that this was the best of the Crusader’s in the 
yard and if true I hate to think what the others 
are like. However Glen seemed more than 
happy with his new lorry and had a huge grin 
on his face as he managed to open the cab door 
and get inside. Having been parked up outside 
for several years and with a hole in the roof, the 
weather had not been too kind and the interior 
was going to need rather more work that a 
sweep out with a dustpan and brush. 
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Day two and Glen starts work with the pressure washer. 


The end of day one and the Crusader is finally in position. 





Glen's dad helping to change the oil and filters. The cab interior certainly needs work. 



There are quite a few holes in the cab roof. 



It came off in my hand officer! 


INITIAL CLEAN-UP 

Roger used his Scammell S26 and push pole 
the Crusader into the yard where in the 
gathering gloom it was left until the next 
morning. Glen returned early the next day 
to give the lorry a thorough power wash 
to remove the worst of the dirt, loose rust, 
mould and moss, (shame I rather liked the 
moss), before the Scammell was pushed into 
the workshop. Glen had a couple of days 
before he was due to return to his home 
in Munich and planned to spend some 
time tinkering before he had to leave the 
Scammell. 

Glen continued; “After the clean and tidy 
up the full horror of the task to restore the 
Crusader became apparent. The interior 
has been totally trashed due to a corroded 
roof and a rodent housing development’. 

It had been difficult to really inspect the 
drivers side at the point of sale due to access 
difficulties but I had judged the condition on 
the passenger side. This in hindsight was an 
error as not only are the floors gone but the 
throttle pedal, brake pedal and brake valve 



Roger and Glen working on the wiring. 


are totally corroded. Clearly the leaky roof 
and the A pillar were pooling water in that 
area. It was becoming clear that the whole 
of the drivers side door aperture, A pillar 
and surround will have to be rebuilt. Just 
for good measure everything in the cab is 
either seized, corroded, warped or generally 
trashed.” 

I returned the following day to find Glen 
and Roger trying to ‘decipher’ the wiring, 
and their investigations had confirmed that 
the Crusader had originally been paired with 
a tanker trailer and was wired accordingly. 

As a rust covered Glen told me; “I thought 
that trying to start the Rolls-Royce engine 
would give the spirits a boost after the 
depression over the state of the cab from 
the previous day. However after 12 years of 
standing, and it being the middle of winter, 

I didn’t hold out much hope but the oils and 
filters were changed and then we tried to find 
out why we could not get any ignition.” 

“There was power in the key but 
nothing to the dash and tracing the wiring 
established that it has an insulated return, 
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which means more wiring spaghetti’ than 
an Italian restaurant. Around 1 lam Roger 
suggested bypassing the lot and going 
straight off the solenoid but I continued to 
puzzle over the rats maze’ of wires coming 
off the starter motor and heading to the 
front of the lorry before disappearing under 
the dash. By lunchtime I had started to get 
the hump and the fate of the Crusader was 
beginning to look bleak, and Roger’s son 
suggestion of putting a match to it seemed 
like a good idea.” 


FLYING SPARKS 

“However, with the inner man fortified by an 
excellent lunch which had been prepared by 
Margaret, testing continued with occasional 
flying sparks and more rust down the back 
of my neck. Around 2pm I decided to bypass 
everything and go straight to the solenoid, 
an idea which Roger then reminded me he 
had made some three hours earlier. I rigged 
a wire to the battery, pulled off the air filter 
hose just in case it fired and then ran away 
on its own turbo oil, as without the air filter 
hose in place I could shove a block of wood 
over the inlet and starve it of air to stop the 
engine.” 

“Fuel was another issue but that was 
solved by disconnecting the fuel pipe and 
using a gravity feed from a can of diesel 
perched on the cab seat. With a switch wired 
in and the battery connected we went for 
the start and much to everyone’s surprise it 
coughed on the first turn then boomed into 
life with a cloud of smoke. Both the engine 
and the turbo sounded like they are in rude 
health but without having any water in the 
lorry it meant that we did not run the engine 
for very long.” 

As I photographed the start up, clouds of 



The Rolls-Royce engine fires into life. 


I SCAMMELL CBUSADEB | 


fumes soon filled the shed and billowed out 
into the garden, but the grin on Glen’s face 
said it all - the Scammell was a runner and 
that was a fine way to end the first stage of 
the project. 

As Glen said; “Well, the next step is to 
shut the door and go down the pub. My 
basic plan, once the Crusader is back home 
is to focus firstly on the cab. This will be 
stripped and either welded and repaired or 
replaced by a donor cab if one can be found. 
Once the work on the cab is finished I will 
move on to the chassis and the running 
gear, stripping, shotblasting and painting 
the chassis. The engine and gearbox will be 
serviced and painted. Then there will be the 
braking system to be overhauled with pipes 
and valves being repaired or replaced where 
necessary. Once that lot is done the cab will 
be painted, not decided on a colour as yet, 
then the interior will be re-furbished using 
a mix of new and secondhand parts. I know 
a few people who have some trim parts so 
I should be able to lay my hands on what 
I need without too much difficulty. As for 
the timescale, well that is up in the air as my 
family take precedence and my job is pretty 
demanding and involves lots of travel, so I 
will probably only have one or two Saturdays 
each month. This means around three years 
at least for the cab work alone so I may not 
get my Crusader by the time I am 45 - at 
least not a roadworthy one. The work will 
be carried out in my garage while the larger 
parts will be left in store in a nearby barn 
until needed.” 

TRACING THE HISTORY 

“As well as the actual work on the lorry 
I hope to try and piece together some of 
its history. The plate is still in place which 


identifies the Crusader as Chassis Number 
GHV59521, and it was registered as JVM 
906V. The first owner was BEB Transport 
in Stockport and then I think it went to 
Jack via a scrapyard, so at the moment I 
am only the third owner. I have found one 
photograph of a Crusader tanker on the 
Internet which I believe could have been 
a sister lorry as the registration numbers 
are very close, JVM 896V, and it has the 
same type of sleeper cab. Perhaps more 
information will come to light in the future” 

I certainly wish Glen well with his project 
- it is not every restoration that begins 700 
miles from what will be its ‘home shed near 
Munich. For the next two or three months 
the Scammell will remain with Roger 
until transportation for the next leg of the 
journey can be arranged. As Glen said; 

“I really must thank Roger and Margaret 
for all their help and being so supportive, 
without their help and all the tea and bacon 
sandwiches I don’t think I could undertake 
such a project!” 

Glen certainly has a lengthy restoration 
on his hands and is already considering 
trying to track down a decent replacement 
cab, as the original really is in rather a bad 
state. However he has promised to keep 
Roger and me up to date with the work and 
although he has not fixed a deadline he is 
keen to get the Crusader back on the road as 
quickly as time and money permit. 

My thanks to Roger and Glen for 
introducing me to some of the ‘finer’ points 
of lorry restoration which seem to involve 
several lengths of wire, lots of sparks and 
some really bad language, and also the art 
getting rust down the neck. Thanks also to 
Margaret for providing the most welcome 
refreshments. 
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Mechanical Horse 

Mike & Julie Blenkinsop continue their look into the history vwjr 
of the ubiquitous ‘Mechanical Horse’. 


T here were, in fact, two distinct three¬ 
wheeled ‘mechanical horses’, the 
Karrier and Scammell early utility 
models, and then the later Scammell 
Scarab design. The early Scammells were 
similar in looks to the Karrier, but where the 
Karrier’s nose covered the front wheel up to 
driver’s eye level, the Scammell front wheel 
was covered only by a piece of bodywork 
just enveloping the wheel housing itself. A 
piece of bent steel protected the front wheel 
housing from impact. Built from 1933-47 and 
pulling either a 3- or 6-ton trailer, these were 
designated as MH3 or MH6, while power 
was in the form of a side-valve petrol engine, 
which developed up to 54bhp, through a 
three-speed plus reverse box. 20,000 came 
off the assembly lines over 16 years, nearly 
all tractors, but a few hundred were built 


as rigids, mainly for the armed services. 

Early models were built with open cab sides 
with only a piece of canvas cloth to keep 
the weather out; later models did have the 
luxury of doors. However the Scammell MH 
range didn’t have an electric starter, always 
depending on the swing of the handle to start 
the engine. 

Some rigid-chassis sales were made as the 
basis for fire tenders; others as Chelsea-style 
refuse lorries. The British Commercial Vehicle 
Museum at Leyland has an excellent 6-ton 
example of the early Scammell mechanical 
horse which was restored by Scammell 
apprentices in 1981. It had survived mainly 
because of its role as a tug-towing tractor 
delivering parts around the Tolpits Lane 
factory. The Leyland Museum was also the 
source of parts for David Warren’s Scarab, 


featured here, as the original cab was really 
rust-holed, so a half-decent cab structure was 
located at the BCVM. 

These ‘horses’ were not quick; top speed 
was around 18 mph, but that didn’t stop the 
speed police in Bolton, Lancashire from 
sending a 1948 Mechanical Horse enthusiast, a 
speeding ticket for 44 mph, although a Belgian 
motorist with an identical number, but on a 
Belgian plate, was the real culprit! 

Our iconic Scarab was one of over 13,000 
built, mainly for the railway companies, 
introduced at the 1948 Commercial Vehicle 
Show and rated at 6-tons with an engine 
producing 45bhp, while the earlier, less 
powerful 3-tonner turned out 25bhp. Initially, 
it was launched with an l,125cc petrol engine 
powering the three-tonner with a bigger side- 
valve, 2,043cc engine in the six-tonner. This 
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Reversing carefully into his 
designated spot in Bents 
Park at the end of the run, 
the trailer carries two spare 
wheels for the different sizes 
of tractor and trailer. 


Owned now for more than twelve years, the 
Scarab has become part of David Warren's family. 


Its 1964 'B' suffix plate hides its 1958 vintage; 
note the single headlamp and horse logo. 


was later changed to a petrol 2,090cc engine 
and finally, from 1952, a diesel option was 
offered from Perkins, the 4.99 being fitted to 
the three-tonner and the P4 engine, the six- 
tonner, which was updated to the 4.203 engine 
from 1963. 

What’s in a name? 

Researching the history of a vehicles name 
is always interesting as there are usually a 
few theories how a name was conceived. 

Scarab has two main alternatives, one, that it 
was named after the way it scurried around 
the yards like a Scarab beetle, the other, 
which probably holds more water, is the 
amalgamation of the first part of Scammell 
and the ‘back end’ of one of the prized types 
of horse, the Arab stallion, hence Sc- arab, but 
will we ever really know? 

In Commercial Motor of April 1955, there 
was a brisk trade in Mechanical Horses from 
London dealers. Keith and Boyle (London) 

Ltd of SW19, Capital Motors Company of 
City Road, N1 (described as a Scarab main 
dealer) and articulated vehicle specialists, E J 
Baker and company of Dorking, were offering 
immediate or early delivery. No prices were 
mentioned, although in a later advert of July 
1966, a reconditioned Scarab 3-ton tractor 



The Mechanical Horse six-ton tractor on 
display in the British Commercial Vehicle 
Museum in Leyland, Lancashire. 


was being proffered by Capital for £375, while 
Rush Green Motors, who are still trading to 
this day at Langley, Hitchin, had an even better 
deal with one owner’ 1960 three-ton Scarabs 
for £100 each, trailers optional. 

David’s Scarab had taken part in a much 
earlier Tyne Tees rally in a quite different form 
before his ownership. It had been spotted 


in the 1997 run, sporting a white bonnet/ 
upper cab and dark blue mudguards with a 
small blue ballast-box over its fifth-wheel. It 
had worked first as an artic for parts delivery 
at Leyland and then as a works shunter; 
restoration had been started in 1990 by Frank 
Bashford of Sunderland. 

David had known the Scarab since 1994, 
but didn’t become its owner until 2003; one of 
the first jobs being to tackle the construction 
of a new trailer brake and vacuum tank to 
kick-off the restoration work. Following on 
from that, the decision was made to make it 
into a tractor unit in 2011 and the hunt for 
parts was started. Fortunately, David had great 
help from Malcolm Hier, the then chairman 
of the Swansea Bus Museum, who had most 
of the spares required to rebuild the coupling 
mechanism. 

Meanwhile, back at the Tyne-Tees rally- 
field, Peter Reay made himself known to us 
as someone who had driven a Scarab in his 
working life in the Newcastle area. Peter had 
started with British Railways on the 10th of 
May 1965 as a van boy, always the first step on 
the career ladder. Being passed as a driver in 
those days was a lot more informal than today, 
as when there was a shortfall of drivers during 
holidays, it gave the manager a chance to give 
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A period advert from 'The Commercial Motor 7 archive of 1955 enthusing 
over the lack of down-time, enjoyed by Scarab owners. Courtesy of 'The 
Commercial Motor' magazine. 





The English Mustard Company MHS at the British Motor Museum's 
classic truck weekend, Gaydon in June 2016. 



As David's Scarab had been a shunter there was no Scammell coupling 
mechanism when rescued. Picture courtesy David Warren. 



The Scammell photographed in the cobbled main street of the Beamish museum. Picture David Warren. 


Peter more status. On a particular Friday, Peter 
was asked by his manager if he would take his 
driving test on the following Tuesday, virtually 
but of the blue. Taken aback, Peter had to learn 
how to drive in just a few days! 

However, many of the full-time drivers 
helped him during the following three days, 
giving him many opportunities to drive the 
vehicles around the depot yards. Although 
Newcastle’s Forth Goods Yard had been 
officially closed, it was still being used for bulk 
deliveries and provided a good open space for 
a young driver to practise. Peter was grateful to 
all the BR drivers who helped and advised him 
through those early days. 

On that Tuesday, the British Railways 
examiner came up from Darlington North 
Road (the old station site since rebuilt into a 
museum) to test him. The BR driving school 
for the area was located at North Road and 
Peter passed with flying colours, which meant 
that he found himself out on deliveries by 
the Tuesday afternoon! The test vehicle was a 
Commer BF van, ED 2131, reg nuumber TVY 
965 - and he still remembers his 1963 Scarab, 
a three-tonner, 5259 DN with BR fleet number 
HA 6109, which he drove around the Tyneside 
area from August 1968, working particularly 
from the Westgate Road parcels office. All this, 
for a meagre wage, in 1965, of £4.10 shillings 
(£4.50p) per week to work Monday to Friday 
08.00 hrs until 16.30 hrs, plus a Saturday 
morning shift. 

Here our paths, Peter’s memories and the 
authors’ period experience collide in that we, 


as commercial photographers, used to use this 
office a lot, probably every night, when Red 
Star moved in during the 1980s. It had been 
converted into a pick-up and drop centre for 
parcels by shutting down the vehicular access. 
We spent many unhappy hours here queuing 
to send our pictures off on trains all over the 
country. British Rail employed a particular 
gentleman whose role in life seemed to be to 
make it as hard as possible for the client to 
send anything, anywhere... If he could tell you 
that he couldn’t send it for any one of a myriad 
reasons, he was a happy man! 


Load it carefully! 

Peter recalls the days earlier when there were 
two large open-door areas at this office for 
the Scarabs, used as entry and exit points. 

He also recalls that the trailers had to be 
carefully loaded as too much weight on the 
rear of the trailer-bed would tip it over, so 
it was important to balance out the weight 
towards the front of the vehicle. 

BR Scarabs were auctioned off, at the end 
of their working life, at the Cooper’s auction 
house across the road from the Westgate 
Road depot. Peter also recalls the dreadful 
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2015 and the Scarab leaves the Durham Light Infantry Museum coffee- stop on the Tyne Tees Historic Run in June 2015, before David had its trailer ready. 


foot and leg cramps he experienced, as the 
Scarab cab was very restrictive to legs and 
the driving instructors advice was to “open 
the door and shake your leg about a bit”! 

Another safety aspect of the Scarab 
was the inability of the driver to know the 
position of the front-wheel when he climbed 
into the cab, as if the wheel was on hard- 
lock and the clutch let out, the driver could 
find himself completely disorientated as the 
vehicle shot off sideways. 

To give an idea of just how prolific this 
little truck was, 200 Scarabs were based 
at a similar Red Star parcels centre at 
Bishopsgate in London, which closed in 
1995. A lot of their work was in transferring 
parcels from one London terminal station to 
another. British Railways’ workshop facilities 
had to be specially adapted to handle the 
triangular drive-line of the Scarab. 

One of Peters regular turns involved 
a delivery into the heart of Newcastle’s 
business retail sector, Northumberland 
Street, and he described the difficulty in 
dropping a trailer down one of the tight 



David chats to ex-British Railways Scarab driver 
Peter Reay. 


alleyways which ran off it. However, what 
he particularly recalled was that Boots the 
Chemist had a shop on the front street 
which was serviced by one of the best¬ 
looking Scarabs of its day. In Boots’ colours 
of dark green, the Scarab was a special rigid 
with a Luton (over the cab) box body and it 
was operational most days, taking deliveries 
into the Boots shop. Reyrolles (later 
Reyrolles-Parsons) ofHebburn, a heavy 
industry works, used grass-green liveried 
Scarabs internally for moving goods around 
their engineering shops too. 

The later Scarab developed into the 
ffituristically-styled, three-wheeled 
Townsman in 1966, which was followed 
up by the four-wheeled Standard Atlas- 
based artic, the Scarab Four, in a marketing 
attempt to carry the Mechanical Horse 
concept through to the next generation. 

It didn’t work; the management appeared 
to want high volume sales and the project 
bombed. ♦♦♦ 

Continued next month. 




The 'bull-bar' of the Scammell MH3, to protect the front The predecessor to the Scammell Scarab; this is the late model with cab doors, seen at 

wheel housing and the starting handle. the Classic truck show at the British Motor Museum in Gaydon in June 2016. 
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During the 1950s, BRS were still using a lot of the Albion HD57 eight-wheelers and their Albion engines made a wonderful whooshing sound. 

SOUNDS WONDERFUL 

The modern day road-going truck is certainly far more efficient in virtually every domain when 
compared to its goods carrying counterpart of yesteryear. But as Bob Tuck reckons, one thing it 
will never hold a candle to is the sheer variety of sounds which emanate from these magnificent 
machines of old. Our man waxes lyrical of a time when variety was truly the spice of life. 


I must confess I feel a mite sorry for the 
modern day truck enthusiast. True, with 
a click of the mouse today’s anorak can 
‘spot’ all manner of motors thanks to 
the sharing ability of the world-wide-web. 
Whether you are interested in Kenworths 
being worked in Kansas or are a fan of seeing 
Scanias in the South Island of New Zealand, 
then the Internet can probably supply you 
with all manner of options to fulfill your 
particular passion - and that’s without 
leaving your desk. 

When I was a youngster, I honestly thought 
I was the only lorry spotter in the world. Well 
who else would be daft enough to stand on the 
side of the road and quickly write numbers 
down in a notebook of the wagons which 
drove by? These were later transferred into 
larger volumes and although (regrettably) 
many of these old records have simply been 


ditched as being an irrelevant pastime from 
my youth, one thing that hasn’t been lost are 
the memories of the sounds from those heady 
days. 

Yes, I know we now have the joys of U-Tube 
where again films of yesteryear have been 
saved for posterity. Those sights and sounds 
are certainly something special but they are 
no comparison to being there and breathing 
it all in. I suppose it’s like watching things 
like horse-racing or even soccer on TV. With 
modern day camera work you can see (and 
hear) all the action from many different angles. 
But if you are so inclined to go to a see a live 
game or stand beside the rails when a posse of 
race horses thunder into life, then you’ll know 
what I’m trying to get at. Getting up close and 
personal just brings the goose bumps into life. 

It’s thus no surprise that once you get 
to a certain age you hanker for the times 


when memories are the strongest. Again, 
it’s no surprise that so far as I’m concerned 
road transport museums are not the top of 
my must-go-to list. Yes, the metal may be 
burnished bright but it’s generally just frozen 
in time and lacking in any sort of life. 

To make my day, I’ll get myself involved in a 
classic lorry road run. Whether it’s behind the 
wheel; riding shotgun or simply leapfrogging 
around the countryside to see everyone pass 
by again, there is something wonderful about 
hearing engine sounds that were simply 
common place not too many years ago. 

THE OFFICE DOOR 

Before we get to the discourse on specific 
engine sounds, there is of course a huge 
amount to enjoy in the pre-amble to firing 
things into life. We were reminded about this 
when Gary Thompson waxed lyrical on the 
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▲ Once heard then 
you'll never forget the 
sound of the Commer 
two-stroke engine. 

◄ Being worked on 
timber extraction, this 
AEC Matador hasn't had 
an easy life. But one 
of the most soothing 
sounds you could ask 
to hear is its sweet, soft 
sound 7.7 litre engine. 

► There's something 
special about the 
creaking sound from 
a freshly restored 
Atkinson Borderer 
which makes the goose 
bumps stand upon the 
back of your neck. 



sound of a Volvo F86 door being opened. 

In the feature on the fully restored William 
Nicol tractor unit: ‘Eager Beaver - Heritage 
Commercials September ’16 issue - Gary told 
us how just hearing that sound now took him 
straight back to the days when he rode with his 
Dad in the 1970s. 

I cant say that Id ever noticed that particular 
F86 sound. However one thing which has 
always given me goose bumps of anticipation 
is the sound of creaking hinges from the 
coachbuilt cab on say the bonneted Scammell 
Highwayman or the similar note coming 
from an Atkinson Borderer door. Yes, hard to 
believe so much pleasure can be heard from a 
door opening and closing. 

Climb into the cab and you’ll hear the 
driver’s seat giving a thankful sigh that there’s 
going to be some action but of course once you 


pull the button up (or turn the key or switch 
the electrics on) then you may well hear the 
tinkle / buzzer of the low air indicator warning 
you that pressures are down. 

I’ve jumped the gun slightly here because 
I’m presuming that the vehicle in question is 
fitted with an electric starter. It’s a given now of 
course but talk to some old salts and they’ll tell 
you that in days of old, the starter was actually 
an additional extra. And the only thing 
standard was the starting handle. 

The variety of cars my dad - Bill - had in the 
1950s were generally well used with batteries of 
questionable reliability. The good thing to that 
was I was soon taught the starting technique 
by using the handle: “Make sure it’s in neutral; 
ignition on; if it’s cold, a bit of choke; get the 
compression cycle round so that the handle is 
say at the two o’clock position and then give it 


a swift and solid churn.” 

While learning to drive up and down the 
back street when I must have been hardly 
10-years-old, I can still picture my dad 
jumping in and out of the passenger seat (to 
re-start the engine) as I gradually learned not 
to stall the engine through good clutch control. 
Of course, living on a hill side at Delves Lane 
(near Consett) the easiest way to start the 
engine was just to let the car roll away; drop 
it into second gear and let the clutch out and 
then be quick enough to blip the engine into 
life. In fact a few years later - when I had a 
’63 Mini Traveller with a duff battery and no 
starting handle of course - I was fit enough 
to be able to push the Mini myself on the flat 
and then jump in; drop it into gear and fire the 
engine up. Happy days. 

It’s obviously a lot easier to start a small 
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Just the sight of an 
Atkinson adorned 
with a Gardner 
180 badge coming 
towards you lets 
you know that you 
are about to hear 
one special - much 
loved - engine 
exhaust note. 



One of the finest examples of the restored Foden S21 is the 
one which is now owned by Tony Johnson. And it sounds 
absolutely wonderful. 



You cannot beat spending your day just watching - and listening - to 
something like this. And find yourself on a steep hill like the one at Kiln Pit Hill 
and the exhaust sounds are even better. 


4-cylinder petrol engine on the handle than 
say a massive 6-cylinder diesel. Kick-back 
from the handle has (I’m told) caused serious 
injury / broken guy’s arms and it was perhaps 
safer using a rope where friends could also give 
you a pulling hand. 

You don’t often see handles in use now 
but try and catch Mark Farrall with his 
immaculate Gardner powered Albion as he’ll 
show you how it’s done. On this application, 
Gardner fitted a decompression lever - very 
close to the starting handle - so this allows 
you to spin the engine freely (without any 
compression) and then bang the lever down 
into engagement and the engine should fire. 

We love the tale Tyson Burridge tells of 
starting one of his Gardner powered vehicles 
(one cold morning in his home Cumbrian 
village of Mockerkin) that had a very weak 
battery: “From cold, you first had to prime 
each cylinder with fuel by five motions of the 


individual priming levers. Next you had to 
engage the cold start by moving the pump rack 
into position. On the six-cylinder Gardner, 
they had two decompression levers - which 
in turn worked three cylinders a time. I lifted 
them both and I told the driver to put his 
finger on the starting button and just keep 
it spinning. With the engine turning, I was 
able to engage one de-compression lever that 
started three cylinders going and once they 
were firing, I engaged the other decompression 
lever to start the other three cylinders.” Magic. 

COLD START 

In the 21st century, it may be hard to 
understand about days when engines just 
wouldn’t start simply because they were cold. 
Poor quality diesel often prompted an effect 
called waxing when the temperature was very 
low. And perhaps the only way then to free 
everything up - so the engine could be started 
- was to light a fire underneath a vehicle. Yes 


you did read that right. 

During cooler days you normally needed 
to activate the engine’s cold start. On the 1964 
Leyland Super Comet car transporter which I 
mated for Archie Glendinning, you lifted the 
engine cover in the cab and the Simms fuel 
pump had a small button that you just pushed 
in to give you an excess of fuel. As Tyson said 
earlier, the Gardner had a rack which you 
pulled back to engage and I can recall the 
BMC 5.7 diesel engine had their cold start pull 
cable mounted under the front bumper. 

The problem with the excess fuel device 
is that drivers could be tempted to use that 
- when the engine was warm - to give more 
power. The giveaway was the excess amount 
of smoke but if you were struggling with 
an overloaded; under powered motor up 
somewhere like Shap or Beattock then a bit 
more smoke wasn’t a concern. Legislators 
created provisions so that these devices 
couldn’t be operated from the driving seat 
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▲ During the 1950s, Leyland 
fitted their 600 engine as 
standard into the four-wheel 
Beaver (rigid and tractor unit) the 
six-wheel Steer and Hippo plus 
the eight-wheel Octopus and 
nothing quite sounded like it. 

◄ Of course nothing quite 
sounded like the gas turbine 
engine which Leyland tried 
out at the end of the 1960s 
but it never got beyond the 
prototype stage. 

► Pre World War II models 
came as standard fitted with 
starting handles. Having an 
electric starter was at first an 
optional extra. 



a Guinness 

ft. mR STHE#C™ 


although guys often had things called saddles 
which they could drop into the Gardner fuel 
rack and just jam this excess fuel provision 
wide open. 

If the cold start didn’t work, then you could 
perhaps light a rag and push it down the air 
intake. Sprays like ‘Easi-Start’ were offered 
but Tyson again didn’t like them: “Once you 
started using them,” he said, “the engine would 
become addicted to the spray and you needed 
to use it all year round. And excess use could 
take the top off a piston.” 

When at home, Tyson used to roll his 
Albion Reiver downhill to start and reckons 
his batteries would last for years because they 
weren’t used so much. The problem then was 
until the engine started, you had little in the 
way of brakes (apart from the handbrake) 
although today, spring brake units mean you 
normally cannot move a vehicle until the air 
system is fully charged up. 

Best way, Tyson reckoned, to help someone 


else into life was to go back to back and push 
start them. If you tried to tow them with a rope 
or short length of chain, there was the chance 
they’d run into the back of you and damage 
their front end. 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC 

All the problems of starting were of course 
forgotten about once the engine caught. And 
to this young spotter, stood beside the old 
A1 Great North Road at Framwellgate Moor 
roundabout near Durham, the passing vehicles 
brought music to my ears. While of course 
I was just an observer, I did adopt a certain 
amount of protocol in that there was a degree 
of status to engine sounds so of course, the 
rattle-rattle of the Perkins P6 (that say the 
Mark 5 Seddon four-wheeler used to use) 
was totally inferior to say a big Gardner 6LW. 
And when it came to two-strokes, while the 
Commer version was in far greater use, it 
was of course the Foden stroker that was far 


superior - but not if you ask Chris Fable. 

We featured Chris and the Handyman IV 
that he restored in Foster’s Transport colours 
in Heritage Commercials November T6 issue. 
Chris obviously loves the sound of his Leyland 
powered Scammell but when we ask him about 
his favourite engine sound from yesteryear, 
he makes a strong case for the Commer TS3: 
“As a young lad - when I used to go with my 
dad -1 can remember that sound quite well 
as he had a two stroke powered Commer. 

He would occasionally fetch beet pulp from 
Bardney sugar beet factory. It was on a route 
that passed where we lived so on the return 
journey, if I was out in the garden, I could hear 
him coming - every gear change up to about 
a mile and half away. That distinctive almost 
tinny rattle scream. Maybe it was due to being 
so low geared but nothing else sounds like it. 
Your AECs; Leylands and Gardners have that 
heavy groan - a bit like a Lancaster bomber 
- but the Commer is light and sings. When 
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Mark FarralTs Albion. The Gardner's engine de-compression lever is just below and slightly to the right of the offside front headlight. 



Left to right - Steve Mitchell; the late Roger Austin and friend trying to With its own Mack engine - and upright exhaust stack - nothing quite 
coax the 1931 Scammell 'King Bobby' into life. Roger had just bought this sounded like these B61s which P&S Contracts ran during the 1960s. Tom 
box tractor after Derek Parnaby had a big sale of some of his vehicles. Riding took this photograph. 


I used to go with him, there would be 10 or 
so wagons leaving the Barkers & Lee Smith 
yard down Drake Street in Lincoln. They 
ran flatbed rigids and one bulker - all four 
wheelers. The residents along that street must 
have hated 6am. Yes, its a piercing sound but 
one of those noises if you are a true engine buff 
you know and never forget. There were quite a 
few companies around Lincoln that had them 
- they were a very popular lorry in their day” 

Yes, sitting in class at Consett Grammar 
School in the late 1950s, hearing the sound 
of say a National Coal Board Commer tipper 
climbing up to Number 1 would bring a phase 
of relief to trying to learn the tiniest bit of 
Latin. Sat there, I often wished we could have 
had lessons in engine sound recognition and I 
would have got top marks for that. 

I was of course - at first - self taught and 
while things like Leyland, AEC and Gardner 
engines were heard almost every day, I can still 
recall a moment of awe when Sunters Rotinoff 
Atlantic came into town. I honestly had no 
idea what such a vehicle was but written on the 


nearside of the engine bonnet it had: ‘Powered 
by Rolls-Royce,’ and of course I was totally 
smitten. 

Like I said at the outset, I feel a bit sorry for 
those who cant now hear the many magical 
sounds of yesteryear that were commonplace 
to me. It was certainly great to hear the 
distinctive Albion sounds. Although then part 
of the Leyland empire, the little 4-pot LAD 
Chieftain had a lovely clickety-click musical 
sound to it; while the older HD57 eight- 
wheelers which BRS were still using had a 
lovely whooshing sound to their Albion made 
engine exhaust. 

Of course, Leyland engines were used in the 
Caledonian eight-leggers and the LAD six- 
wheel Reivers while the early Clydesdale (and 
the stronger ‘S’ type Bedford) was often fitted 
with the Leyland 350 ‘whistler’ - what a sound 
that made. 

About 1958,1 was lucky enough to be 
introduced to John Thompson and I travelled 
many miles with him in his Leyland Steer 
carrying Consett made steel all over. Of course 


the Leyland’s 600 engine had a sound all of 
their own. The tick-over was magical as the 
engine seemed to almost die before it slowly 
rumbled back into its cycle. And while not a 
big bus fan, I can still recall that the double 
decker Leylands of Stockton Corporation 
sounded almost pure when compared to the 
similar Guy Arab ‘deckers of the Northern 
which had positively awful sounding 
Gardners. 

I do of course have many more favourite 
sounds but to end this discourse, I sought the 
opinion of John Bryan. Although now resident 
on the island of Gozo (near Malta) John can 
look back on a life inter-meshed with the 
road transport world: “As far as engine noises 
are concerned,” he says, “there has to be only 
one - although before I tell you what it is, I 
have two more. My dad drove a Foden DG 
four-wheeler and drag powered by a Gardner 
4-cylinder diesel for an animal feed company 
in Nottingham. As a kid I went all over the 
place with him and the Gardner was a very 
calming motor, especially as the old man was 
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When Scammell introduced their 6x4 Crusader range they offered it with the Detroit two-stroke engine. What a sound that makes. 



Left: The good thing about watching vehicles pass on the Military Road (between Carlisle and Hexham) was that you could see them coming 
for miles. This Seddon from the Colin Pitt stable wears its four rings Perkins engine badge with pride. Right: The door opening on the Scammell 
Highwayman is again another great sound of days gone by. 






When I saw this Sunters outfit in Consett I had never seen anything 
quite like it. It was only a lot later that I discovered the reason for the 
Foden's huge radiator was because it was fitted with an 8LW - an eight 
cylinder version of the 6LW which many folk used then. Pushing at the 
back was their Rotinoff Atlantic and I had never seen anything like this 
in my life - and Towered by Rolls Royce' written on the side. Wow. 


April 2017 39 W 
































BEER fiARZJO Al 
aRMRKATR?: 








H 









PP 






■ 

o-_ 

mw9M 

0BT929P 

-O 








TSiTi 








▲ Seeing - and hearing - this Bob Bayliss 
Volvo F88 climb up through the narrows at 
Alston was just fantastic. 



▲ It's the sound of the door opening on this finely restored Volvo F86 which sends Gary 
Thompson - transport manager at Nicol's - back to his childhood. 


◄ One sound of the 70s which is still alive 
and well - more than 40 years on - is the 
wonderful Scania V8 engine much beloved by 
heavy haulers - and many others - across the 
land. 

50% or more out of stick coasting in neutral. I 
grew up with that Gardner and the rumble was 
so reassuring, I was certain there was nothing 
as good as Gardners and I always was a fan, 
especially as the firm I did my apprenticeship 
with had a couple of Foden S18 eight-legger 
tippers powered by 6LWs, so I was definitely a 
Gardner man. 

“This was the case for quite a while until I 
began to get involved with AECs. The AV 760 
was coming on stream and the noise of a good 
driver going up the box, in one of the later 
Ergo’ eight-leggers or tractor units was music, 
until I heard a sound I not heard before. I 
knew Fodens had produced a two-stroke, but I 
had not seen or been involved with the engine. 

“It was late ‘69 or maybe early ‘70 and I 
was parked on London Road in Nottingham 
talking to a pal. Coming out of Nottingham, 
was a Foden S21 eight-wheeler belonging to 
Hoveringham Gravels and it was loaded to the 
gunnels. The driver could certainly handle the 
12-speed box, but the engine noise was a real 
roar and it sounded superb. And despite the 
weight, he was making good progress. 

“The next comment from me was: ‘What 
the hell has he got in that,’ with the answer 
from my pal being: ‘A Foden two-stroke and it 
sounds like a Mk 6 to me’. From that day, much 
as I appreciate all the engines that I heard in 
the past - and all I may hear in the future - a 
Foden two-stroke on song with a 12-speed 
box, loaded and being driven well, is the ‘Bees- 
Knees’ of engine noise. It certainly raises the 
hair on the back of my neck that>s for sure. 

“How did you feel - Bob - when you drove 
the one that Steve Mayle had restored for Tony 
Johnson and was featured on the front cover of 
the March T6 issue of Heritage Commercials?” 

I’m pleased you should ask John because it 
felt great and of course it sounded wonderful. V 
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On Exc us ve Instructions from: J C Bamford Excavators Ltd 


• ’00, ERF ECU 6x4 Tractor Unit 

• '00, ERF EC11 4x2 Tractor Unit 

• '99, ERF ECU 8x4 Tractor Unit 

• '97, ERF EC11 6x2 Tractor Unit (x3) 


• '06, '05, '03, ARB Low Loader Trailers 

• '05, DAFX5 95 4x2 LHD Tractor Unit 

• '05, AHP 44’Exhibition Trailer 

• '00, Torton 18'Exhibition Trailer 


No Buyer's Premium! Live Internet Bidding! 



Viewing: Friday 24th and Monday 27th March 2017,11 am-5pm 
Location: JCB Excavators Ltd, Lakeside Works, Rocester, Nr. Uttoxeter, Stafordshire, ST14 5JP 
For all onsite JCB enquires contact +44 (0)1889 593555. Available from 27th - 31 st March between 9am-5pm only 
For all other Sale enquiries contact +44 (0)1242 241 111 | jcb@amsauctions.co.uk 


amsauctions.co.uk 
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@Bgp On location 


Words & photos: Dean Reader 


Variety is the spice of life 

Back in July 2016, Dean Reader visited the newly revamped British Motor Museum 
at Gaydon, and from the extensive collection of classic and modern classic 
machinery on display takes a closer look at some of his personal favourites. 



This Minor fire appliance was in use at the Morris factory until 1983. 


n 2016,1 was looking forward to 
attending a show at the British Motor 
Museum. I had briefly read in the press 
about the new extension that they had 
built to house some of the more rarer exhibits 
from their overflow store but didn’t take 
much note as I didn’t want anything spoilt, 
unlike DVDs that advertise an upcoming 
movie and insist of showing us most of what 
is going to happen! 

As you drive down the main road to the 
museum, you cannot fail to be impressed 
by the original block and the huge car 
park; as a child, I think I would be wetting 
myself with excitement. This in itself had 
been re-designed inside with more room to 
walk around the exhibits so you can get a 
closer look, with many re-grouped into their 
section; TV & movie cars, the Royal motors 
and the motorsport section, for example. 

Across the way was the new building with 
its workshop (and viewing platform) and 


huge Jaguar Daimler collection downstairs. 
Upstairs was the other collection, sadly too 
crammed in but showing many one-offs 
and design prototypes which should have 
gone into production. Several last off the 
production line models with all the workers 
signatures on them, limousines, commercials 
and much more could be seen. 

Lil Red Reliant 

It was back in the main building where my 
heart lies though. On the timeline road that 
they have sits a 1970 Reliant Regal Supervan 
III, resplendent in the red livery of the Royal 
Mail. I have always loved these 700cc cars 
and vans and it is not because of a certain 
yellow example and its TV programme I 
hasten to add. I just think they look perfect 
for their time period with all the styling of a 
typical sixties/seventies car but blended into 
a one-piece fibreglass body, and even now 
grab a smile whenever one appears. 


The nearest I ever got to owning one was 
a vastly superior eighties Rialto Jubilee, and it 
was superb! My only criticism was the poor 
demisting system in the winter and on the 
odd occasion the steering (keep away from 
lanes with a strip of grass down the middle 
of the road) but it really was a car that did 
what it was designed for and that was giving 
cheap, economical motoring to the masses. 

It was this notion that made the Royal 
Mail experiment with a batch of 50 vans, 
all kitted out in the same way that the 
outgoing Morris Minors had, including 
bigger mirrors, extra locks and a wire grilled 
partition. However, I understand that the 
handling when loaded sealed its fate and 
they turned to the Morris Marina, amongst 
others, instead. 

Burning Love 

Fire appliances are meant to be quick, noisy, 
carry several personal and huge amounts of 
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The Minor is complete with ladder, fire extinguishers, axes etc. 


The neat little appliance was built by the Engineering Department of Morris Motors. 



Royal Mail experimented with a batch of 50 Reliant Regal Supervan NTs as a replacement for their then outgoing Minor vans. 




This special Land Rover 
Series I was constructed 
for the Queen's tour of the 
Commonwealth shortly after 
her coronation in 1953. 
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water, yes? Well no, not really. A means for 
putting out small fires in various locations 
within buildings was necessary and many 
of the larger factories had their own fire 
tenders, usually based on Land Rovers, but 
there were also some unusual models built 
specifically for this job and one of these was 
a cute Morris Minor. After twenty years 
of service, the elderly pre war Minor was 
nearing the end of its usage and a perfect 
replacement was soon on offer; the new 
Wton Minor commercial which appeared 
in 1953. The Engineering Department of 
Morris Motors soon took a cab and chassis 
and adapted their own coachwork to create 
a neat little fire engine, complete with ladder, 
fire extinguishers, axes and such like. This 
example stayed in use until 1983 and was 
finally retired in 1990. There have been 
several replicas built and these often appear 
on the LCV show scene. 


Monarchs of Gaydon 

I have liked the fabled Land Rover ever 
since I received the Safari versions from 
the toy line, Britains. I will never own one 
but if I did, it would be in that guise - and 
a recent trip Longleat Safari Park didn’t 
help either. However, I get more excited 
when I hear about or see conversions that 
are unusual, and the Royal Landy is one 
that I have always admired. Based on an 
86in wheelbase model, it was constructed 
not long after the Queens coronation in 
1953, so she and Prince Philip could tour 
the Commonwealth. This trip took in over 
50,000 miles from London to New Zealand, 
Australia, Sri Lanka (Ceylon then), through 
Africa and into Europe via Gibraltar. 
Needless to say, whilst the typical state 
ceremonials were the high class limousines, 
these would not cut the mustard in some 
of the terrains that they would cover, hence 


a more utilitarian means of transport was 
required. Not that Her Majesty would mind 
the hardness of a Landy, being an outdoors 
type, and looking at those rear seats (and 
slim pull-out support seats’ for when they 
were standing), she would have had to forgo 
comfort. 

However, this was not the case with its 
replacement. Conceived in 1971, it was not 
until 1974 when the new vehicle appeared, 
this time based on the more luxurious Range 
Rover but again with an all new larger rear 
viewing platform made in steel rather than 
aluminium, and far superior leather seats; 
as with all the state cars, the Royal colour of 
Claret was used throughout. 

There were many others that I could 
have picked as my interests are diverse, but 
the Rover SD1 estate car was a big missed 
opportunity if you ask me. Now, where next 
on my list of museums to visit? 



This Royal Range Rover was delivered in 1974 
and features a large rear viewing platform 
fitted with leather seats. 



British Motor Museum 


Banbury Road, Gaydon, 

Warwickshire, CV35 OBJ 

Website: www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 
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Words & photos: Dean Reader 


PERFECT POWDY 


Dean Reader takes a look back at the last Powderham show, 
which was held in July 2016. 





This 1967 Commer Maxiload looks superb in its various shades of grey. It belongs to A 
Burgoyne & Son of Kingsbridge, Devon. 


A sk anyone what is the best classic 
vehicle event that takes place down 
in Devon and I believe that you 
will almost always get one word - 
Powderham. The Historic Vehicle Gathering 
takes place every year at Kenton, just outside 
of Exeter, in the grounds of Powderham 
Castle, and when the sun is out it encapsulates 
the very meaning of the whole classic car and 
commercial scene - everyone enjoying the 
huge variety of vehicles present; motorcycles, 
plant, tractors, military, steam engines, the 
list is endless. With the displays and arena 
entertainment there is plenty to do for the 
family, and add to that the warm smell of the 
well-trampled grass, diesel fumes and wood 
cutting machines, you are on to a weekend of 
nostalgia and relaxation - and let us not forget 
the smell of food and the beer tent that will 
waft into your system. 

The event has always been organised 
by the The Crash Box & Classic Car Club, 
with the very first one taking place back 
in 1975 with just two motorcycles, 76 cars 
and six commercials when it was just a 
one-day event. Of course it has developed 
and blossomed ever since. Check out 
www.historic-vehicle-gathering.info for 
more pictures and information, and www. 
crashboxclub.co.uk for more about this 
hardworking club. 


One thing it is noted for is a good line-up of 
classic commercials both large and small, and 
a few are represented here, some of which I 


hope to catch up with later this year for a better 
look. The 2017 event is taking place on 8th & 
9th July so put it in your diaries -1 will be. 
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You can never be fed up with the sight of a Bedford TK. This 1984 example looked stunning in the orange & grey livery of RGS Stone of Feniton, Honiton, 




On location 


Above: 

Trucks can have just as 
much love devoted to 
them as cars, and this 
1974 ERF in JW Smalley 
colours shows it in 
bucket loads! Note the 
sculptured body lines 
incorporated into the cab 
design. 

Above right: 

This 1962 AEC Mercury 
won Best Commercial for 
its owner, Nigel Blatch. 

Right: 

Whatever show you go 
to, you are pretty much 
guaranteed to see a 
Citroen H van in some 
form, most likely 
serving food. 
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Two ERF lovelies, a 1989 E Series and a 1960 KV, in the colours of Brian Harris. 



This 1965 Ford Thames 400E is simply perfect, with flawless bodywork A real delight was this 1950 Morris-Commercial FV12-5 with dropside body, 
in a stunning shade of blue, and not sign-written, for a change. 



◄ One sure 
way to evoke 
nostalgia is with 
a Morris van in 
a classic paint 
scheme. The 
K registration 
would suggest 
that this is one 
of the last Minor 
commercials. 

► This 1971 Post 
Office Minor van 
has a white stripe 
which denotes 
it is a Postal 
Engineering van. 
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@Bgp Transport Heritage 


Feature: Transport Heritage 
Words & photos: Mark Gredzinski 


Direct replacement 


Mark Gredzinski looks into the working life of the Volvo FL7. 



Walpole and Wright Ltd, who hauled 
among other things, sugar beet, used 
to run Leyland Buffalo tractors and later 
Volvo F7 units. It's logical that the FL7 
would take over haulage duties from the 
latter and this smart 1989 example was 
seen crossing junction 10 of the M6 in 
the Midlands. 
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V olvo had established itself 

nicely at the lighter end of the 
heavyweight truck market with 
the F7 range. This was a popular 
model but having been around since the 
mid-seventies it was due for replacement in 
the next decade. It would have been easy to 
produce perhaps a re-skinned F7 cab but 
instead, Volvo boldly altered the concept to 
manufacture a brand new lower and broader 
cab. This became the FL7 line of tractors. 

Also, using the same structure, the FL10 
range arrived as a more powerful alternative 
using a 10-litre 318bhp diesel (from the 
bigger Volvo F10 tractors), which I’ll look at 
later. 

The FL7 then, looked to cover all the 
various duties that the previous F7 handled 
which included six- and eight-wheeled 
rigids. For this feature were sampling 
the machine in its popular fleet tractor 
role. The low-set FL7 cab was some 20 
centimetres wider than the old F7 so should 
have straight away been noticeably more 
spacious. However, it quickly became 
known as the ‘Wendy House’ which was 
mildly disparaging. The angular looks and 


perceived lack of driver space earned the 
FL7/10 range this moniker. Many drivers 
expressed surprise after the conventional 
layout of the F7; why did they now have 
a sleeper cab that you had to get out of 
and go round to the next door to get 
back into bed?! This was something of 
an exaggeration, but the wrap around 
instrument console that encroached into 
the centre of the interior was not to every 
drivers taste. It was somewhat reminiscent 
of an American Chevy Titan 90 cabover, but 
at least the instruments were easy to view 
and comprehensive. The cab could tilt at 60 
degrees once the grille was lifted for engine 
access. 

Generally though, the FL7 was well 
received. “A lovely motor to drive” was a 
general quote as the cab was quiet, well- 
appointed and actually roomy with good 
visibility. A lack of leg room was one 
criticism from taller drivers as it did not 
compare to the F10 in this respect. It had a 
tight turning circle so could be spun around 
a yard easily and the handling and ride 
matched most rivals. 

The initial engines were developments 


of the old F7 powertrain with the 7-litre 
TD71F at 230bhp and the TD71FS at 
245bhp. Eight-speed Volvo R52 gearboxes 
came as standard and 16-speed R62 range 
change gearboxes were offered as an option 
on the FL7. Though fuel consumption 
when loaded was very good as the tractor 
unit was light, a lack of power in a 32 tonne 
application was noticeable. Later in 1994, 
a new 282bhp turbocharged diesel helped 
cheer up the performance somewhat. 

The low-line cab was ideal for flatbed 
work and fitted well against a sheeted load, 
but for taller van trailers a roof-mounted 
air deflector was beneficial for improved 
mileage. Some operators had reliability 
issues and the diesel pump drive was 
sometimes an Achilles heel, but in the main, 
the FL7 proved to be a great fleet lorry. 
Russell Davies was one operator, as was 
Plysu Plastics, and many found favour with 
various supermarkets using refrigerated and 
dry vans. 

Amazingly, it’s been over 30 years since 
they were first introduced in Britain and a 
few examples of the fresh faced Volvo are 
still around, albeit mostly as rigids. ❖ 
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AF Blakemore & Son are based in Willenhall near Wolverhampton. They 
specialise in wholesale food and drink distribution and used to run 
Volvo F7s. This 1988 FL7 was captured one afternoon in January 1992 
negotiating a local roundabout. 


Pickfords are well known for heavy haulage but this 1987 FL7 with well 
under 300bhp on tap would seemingly appear a tad underpowered 
for such a big load on a tri-axle trailer! However, I'm sure it coped on a 
general motorway run back in January 1992. 



Photographed when brand new in the summer of 1987, this FL7 and 
skeletal trailer belonged to P&O Roadways who ran out of a container base 
in Duddeston, central Birmingham. Their attractive pale blue and white 
livery was seen on heavier MAN twin-steer tractors, and they ran a large 
fleet of Volvo F7s which this FL7 and others were gradually replacing. 


Wrefords Transport of Northampton have been going since 1904 so 
understandably, much haulage tackle has passed though the company. The 
last of the British units were a selection of ERFs and the usual Euro suspects 
make up the heavier end of their nicely liveried fleet. Back in August 1992, 
this FL7 was photographed resting at a Walsall lorry park in the early hours. 



Based in Tipton, near Dudley, Randle Steels 
used this FL7 to haul I-beam steel profiles for 
buildings framework. The picture was taken in 
June 1990 making the lorry just one year old. 
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Simpson Bros of Stocksfield in Northumberland ran Seddons early on and later, ERF B Series together with Scania 81 and 111 units. This 1989 FL7 
was captured heading towards junction 10 of the M6 in January 1992 and the tall trailer illustrates how low the cab was. 
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A This early FL7 dates from 
1986 and was run by the J Round 
Group from Wednesbury in the 
West Midlands who used to haul 
machinery. This unladen unit 
was returning to base and was 
photographed in November 
1989 at nearby Great Bridge. J 
Round had a couple of Atkinson 
Borderers and Iron Fairy cranes 
in the yard as well. 

► From Ashbourne in Derbyshire 
came AK Transport who had run 
all sorts of bulk powder tankers 
from S80 Fodens to later DAFs 
and Renault tractors. Their FL7 
was photographed on the M6 in 
March 1992. 



A Allinson 
Transport of 
Darlington have 
always run a 
smart fleet and 
used to run 
Volvo FlOand 12 
tractors. They 
nowadays have a 
lot of Scanias on 
the books. This 
FL7 (reg number 
E337MHN) was 
captured in 
October 1994 
negotiating a 
tight bend on a 
Walsall ring road. 
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This is a later FL7 from 1992. Belonging to Durapipe of Norton Canes in Staffs, it was photographed a year after manufacture on a May morning 
using a 300mm telephoto lens to foreshorten perspective. This was on the A5 near Lichfield. 




▲ I know nothing about the 
origins of G&G Transport 
but their tidy green FL7 was 
captured passing in front 
of the main fire station in 
Walsall in September 1995. 

I think the driver has got his 
A to Z guide in his hand, so 
must be a bit lost! 

► James Timms 
from Whitminster in 
Gloucestershire have been 
going since 1980 and still 
use Volvos today. Their FL7 
was on its way possibly 
to Mitcheldean on the 
A40 Ross-on-Wye Road in 
August 1995. 



flANK XEROX 









A John Raymond 
Transport has 
been established 
in Bridgend since 
1953. They used 
to run a lot of 
steel but do more 
general haulage 
nowadays. 

This Volvo was 
photographed 
by poking my 
camera lens 
through a chain 
link fence in 1989 
at a secure lorry 
park. 
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Left: JW Pallett I believe came from Nuneaton in Warwickshire. Their FL7 with a partial load of pipes and tubes was brightened up with 
fill-in flash as it passed by on a dull February day in 1994. Right: In April 1995 I was up in Trafford Park in Manchester to get me some good 
lorry pics in the sunshine. This 1988 FL7 tractor and container belonged to local company Benson Transport, and made a nice image. 



Fletchers Frozen Foods have a large Sheffield based bakery division. Their smart new FL7 and refrigerated trailer was photographed steadily 
driving around a local roundabout in June 1996. 
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Classic & Vintage 
Commercial Show 

10& 11* June 2017 

A colourful two day event 
featuring over 350 pre-1977 lorries. 

Buy discounted tickets 
& camping pitches online 

or call 01926 645033 Mon-Fri 11 am-4pm 

admin fee applies. 


*Gift Aid tickets and other promotional 
vouchers are NOT valid on Sunday 11 
June 2017. 


GET SOCIAL. 
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BARN PAINT 


THE PAINT COMPANY 


FOR BARNS, STABLES, 
OUTBUILDINGS, SHEDS 
AND FENCING 


BEDEC ACRYLIC WATERBASED BARN PAINT 

is a revolutionary product, ideally suited to the 
protection of exterior wooden, metal and plastic 
cladded buildings. 

• Easy to apply 

• Excellent colour retention 

• Multi-surface application 

• Use on: wood, galvanised steel, plastic, 
concrete, brick and cladding 

For excellent resistance against: 

• Cracking, blistering & flaking 

• Rain and severe weather 

• Rot and algal build-up 

• Long lasting finish 

ULTIMATE PROTECTION WITH THE ULTIMATE 
SURFACE COATING SYSTEM! 


Available nationwide through Travis Perkins, 
Ridgeons, Brewer & Sons, Bromborough 
Paints, Dulux Decorator Centres and Ernest 
Doe & Sons Ltd. 


Call 01279 876 657 
Fax 01279 876 008 
Email: sales@bedec.co.uk 
www.bedec.co.uk 
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Words: Ed Burrows 

Images: Ed Burrows, Nigel Harrison/Morris-Commercial Club, Mike 
Peacock/The Garrison Artillery Volunteers, K&R Walsh Bros. 


Sixties double-act 


The recent restoration of two products made by the Austin-Morris combine 
serve as a reminder of the importance of Morris Commercial to Britain’s truck 
manufacturing heritage. Ed Burrows tells the story of the restorations and 
explores the history of a one-time giant of the industry. 



Kenny and Ray Walshes' bespoke cabbed 1962 Morris FFK, restored from a rotting wreck in the 
space of five months. 


W ith their 2016 restorations 
completed and ready for the 
rally circuit, the Walsh brothers 
were on a quest for a new 
project. Ray was searching eBay, which in 
the past had proved a useful source for parts. 
“What about this? It’s an FFK.” 

Kenny examined it. “FFK my foot. We’ve 
done an FFK and the cab’s nothing like that.” 
The blurb confirmed it was indeed a Morris 
FFK tractor unit, but the cab was coachbuilt 
and had a peculiar scooped out back panel. 
Both had the same thought. It was probably 
unique, it was definitely a curiosity - and was 
in scrap condition. It ticked all their boxes. 

Kenny conceded: “If it’s an FFK, its hiding 
under a small caravan.” They drove down 
to Cambridgeshire to the yard where it was 
awaiting its fate. They went in the 1966 Volvo 
N86 they restored a few years back and in the 
process equipped it with recovery gear. The 
FFK’s cab was rotten to the core. “Perfect,” 
exclaimed Ray. Coachbuilding being his 
department, his delight was heightened by 
the fact although the metalwork was bashed 
but salvageable, apart from the headlight 
mountings, the entire timber structure would 
have to be replicated and totally replaced. 

The deal was done. They towed it back to 
Manchester. On the motorway, a car drew 
level with the Volvo. The front passenger put 
the window down and yelled that something 
had fallen off the wreck they were towing. 
“Thank you,” Kenny responded. “If you can 
retrieve it you can keep it as a souvenir.” 

Custom built 

Their FFK is a 1962 spec, one of a pair fitted 
with coachbuilt cabs. They were custom jobs 
for North Thames Gas and hauled a semi¬ 
trailer kitted out as a mobile showroom. The 
Walshes’ example had spent part of its life as a 
circus booking office. (It is thought its sibling 
no longer exists.) 

Kenny and Ray Walsh are not averse to 
working on two vehicles at once. They also 
like their restorations to be functional. In that 
respect, the FFK without a trailer can be seen 
more as an ornamental novelty than a toy to 
be played with. 

Kenny received a phone call. “Hi, 
remember me? We met at the British 
Commercial Vehicles Museum a few years 
back. “Sorry pal, no. I have enough trouble 
remembering myself sometimes.” The caller 
said he had a Sherpa camper van for sale and 
during the ensuing conversation indicated he 


had a few old trucks on his farm. 

Curiosity usually gets the better of 
Kenny Walsh, so even though he said no 
to the Sherpa, off they went to the farm in 
Staffordshire to have a look. One of the trucks 
was an Austin FJ, but its condition was too 
good to be of interest. Then, partly concealed 
by undergrowth, they spotted another FJ, in 
a suitably sorry state. It was a 1967 example 
with recovery bodywork. Kenny and Ray 
deliberated, then agreed that, fitted with a 
tilt-and-slide loadbed, the FJ could be an 
ideal travelling companion for the FFK. They 
agreed to buy the chassis and cab, conditional 
on making another trip to remove the 
recovery gear which the farmer could sell for 
scrap. 

The trip again provided an excellent 
excuse for enjoying another outing with 
the Volvo (which has since been put up for 
sale). The FJ was brought to Manchester on 
suspended tow. And the Walshes revealed 
their soft side by buying the Sherpa as well. 
“Were battle-hardened,” Kenny said at the 
time. “Working on three at once is a nice 


challenge. It’s only a hobby, don’t forget. We 
only have evenings and weekends - though 
Ray’s in semi-retirement mode and skives 
the odd day off his plumbing and heating 
business. We’ll have them done for New Year.” 

Kenny doesn’t want to give the impression 
they do it all by themselves. Willing helpers 
pop in to the Walsh’s workshop in a steady 
stream and volunteer their skills. “They 
certainly don’t call round for a brew,” Kenny 
quips. “Were mean on the catering front. 
Standing round yarning over mugs of tea 
doesn’t get the job done.” 

Photographic record 

Work on the three vehicles started in 
earnest last September. The FFK’s cab was 
painstaking dismantled and the chassis 
stripped, sandblasted and painted with red 
oxide. For reference, Ray photographed each 
step of the bodywork dismantling process 
and made templates where necessary. He 
then replicated the entire original framework 
in ash, consistent with the type of wood 
used when cab was first built. To ensure 
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Fitted with a tilt-and-slide 
recovery platform, the 
Walshes'1967 Austin FJ was 
restored over the same time 
period as their FFK. 


_ 




the replacement frame and the original 
compound-curved metalwork of the roof, 
front and back panels were a perfect fit, extra 
stress was placed on Rays self-taught mastery 
of the coachbuilder’s art. And of those who’ve 
attempted it themselves will know, the 
trickiest part is re-hanging the doors. 

Whilst Ray was working on the FFK’s 
cab, Kenny took care of the engine, gearbox, 
brakes, steering and rewiring - and began 
attacking the FJ. The cab was not too bad, 
but the second-hand tilt-and-slide loadbed 
had too much overhang and had to be 
shortened. Because tilt-and-sliders were not 
around in the 1960s, the installation has been 
engineered so the truck gives the impression 
of being an ordinary flatbed. 


The farmer claimed the FJ was a good 
runner. “Runner? It was seized solid - and 
overrun with field mice,” Kenny explains. 
“When it wouldn’t start, the first thing I 
checked was the bell-housing. There they 
were - and they’d nested in the engine, inlet 
manifold and exhaust as well. Water had 
also got into the inlet manifold, seizing the 
pistons. Getting the engine running required 
a complete rebuild, with a set of six new 
liners and pistons, shell bearings and a gasket 
set. The FJ had 98,000 miles on the clock, 
so during its working life it was probably 
unaffected by the overheating problems FJs 
were evidently prone to. As a precaution, the 
Walshes decided to add extra rows of tubes to 
the radiator. 


Austin and Morris FJs are 
indistinguishable from each other apart from 
the nameplate. The model was introduced in 
1964 and built at the Leyland/BMC combine’s 
newly opened Bathgate plant in Scotland. 

FJs were the first Austin/Morris tilt-cabs. 

To achieve the lowest possible floor, the 
6-cylinder engine block is canted to the left. 
Preserved FJs are relatively uncommon. 

By the end of the Christmas and New 
Year holiday all three vehicles were largely 
complete. “We overshot the deadline, but 
heck. Two trucks completely rebuilt in five 
months, and the Sherpa restored as well. Not 
bad, eh? They still needed a few finishing 
touches, but it was time for a breather. In the 
middle of February off we flew to Tenerife 



The FFK's coachbuilt cab was rotten to the core and required totally 
dismantling and rebuilding. 


Although Ray Walsh was able to save the original sheet metal, the entire 
timber framework had to be replicated. 
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Classic Restoration 



Left: The unusual concave rear panelling was conformal with a fin at the front of the mobile showroom trailer. Right: The Walshes decided this FJ was 
sufficiently far gone to justify acquiring as a restoration project. 


for a week-long birthday bash to celebrate 
Rays sixty-fifth.” By the end of last month 
apart from some trim details and signwriting 
on the FJ, the only significant task remaining 
was testing and fine tuning the tilt-and-slide- 
backs hydraulic system. 

The first outings, with FFK on the back 
of the FJ, are likely to be the Llandudno 
Transport Festival and the Cheshire Run. 
Meanwhile, Kenny and Ray Walsh are on 
the lookout for a new challenge or two. If 
anybody knows of a truck of a type thats a 
rarity and is in death-row condition, it might 
excite their interest. 

From car-based vans to 8x8s 

With the Walshes Morris FFK in mind, 
its an appropriate moment to delve into 
the entwined history of Morris, Morris 
Commercial, Austin and BMC. 

The British Motor Corporation (BMC) 
was created in 1952 by the amalgamation 
of Austin with the Nuffield Organisation, 
parent of Morris Commercial and Morris, 
together with the MG, Riley and Wolseley 
car marques. At the time of the merger, 
Austins were built at a newly modernised 
plant in Longbridge. Nuffield on the other 
hand was juggling with sixteen different 
manufacturing plants. Amongst these, 
Morris car-derived vans and pickups were 
built at Cowley, Oxford. Morris Commercial 
light vans and their derivatives - and, until 


1956, FV Series forward-control trucks - 
were built at Adderley Park in Birmingham. 

Despite the gradual rationalisation of the 
amalgamated groups Austin and Morris/ 
Morris Commercial truck ranges, this 
stopped at the factory gates. Otherwise 
identical vehicles were sold through 
the separate Austin and Morris/Morris 
Commercial dealership networks. From 
1955/6, all chassis above 1.5/2-tons were 
manufactured at Longbridge. Coinciding 
with this, the Morris Commercial name was 
dropped, with the trucks badged simply as 
Morris. 


Badged with either Austin or Morris 
nameplates, the FJ range was introduced 
in 1964. The BMC name was briefly 
reintroduced in 1968. It was applied to all 
van and truck types. At that point, the Austin 
and Morris badges were dropped. But it all 
changed again in 1970 when the Leyland 
name was applied universally. The BMC 
name actually lives on in Turkey, on trucks, 
buses and military vehicles manufactured by 
BMC Otomotiv, a Turkish group that began 
life as a British Motor Corporation export 
joint-venture partner. 

At the time of the merger with Austin, the 
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Left: A restored 1925 Morris Commercial T type, a model also known as a Tonner'. Right: The last type of medium truck built by Morris Commercial itself 
was the 1948 FV. The rear-hinged doors formed the cab's sides. 



The FE replaced the FV in 1955 and was assembled at the former Austin This 1960 FFK has the type of pressed steel cab North Thames Gas replaced 
works at Longbridge. with their two coachbuilt specials. 


only forward-control truck made by either 
side was the FV series 5-tonner. Introduced 
by Morris Commercial in 1948, it followed 
on from normal and semi-forward control 
predecessors introduced in the 1930s. Above 
1.25 tons, Austin itself had never had a 
forward-control truck in its range. 

The rear-hinged suicide doors of the 
initial FV cab were replaced by conventional 
front-hinges in 1953. At less than 7ft wide 
and with engine encroachment, the cab 
was a tight fit. This is probably why it 
was designed with doors that formed the 
entire sides of the cab, extending from the 
screen pillar to the back panel. The FV was 
available with 70-80bhp 4- and 6-cylinder 
side-valve petrol engines (lOObhp in the 
tractor version). An alternative direct 
injection diesel six’ was made under license 
from the Swiss manufacturer Saurer. The 
modifications made to this engine by 
Morris were not a conspicuous success. 

After the merger with Austin, the FV was 
initially replaced by the Longbridge-built 
FVS, followed in 1955 by the FE, which had 
revised frontal sheet metal. 

Last of the line 

The last commercial vehicle design credited 
with having been conceived by the Morris 
side of the British Motor Corporation was the 
innovative 1.5/5-ton FG, with angled access 
doors and close-manoeuvring vision panels 


below the large single-piece windscreen. 

The FE was produced as 5/7-tonner and 
a 10-ton gross combination weight tractor. 
Operators had a choice of a 105bhp 5.1-litre, 

6- cylinder diesel or 4-litre petrol engine. The 

7- tonner wore the BMC badge for a period in 
1955 and 1956. 

In 1958 the FE was succeeded by FF/ 
FFK/FH series 5/8-ton rigids and a 12-ton 
tractor - or 15 tons when speed with an 
Eaton 2-speed axle. Engines were again a 
4-litre petrol or a 105bhp diesel (now upped 
to 5.7 litres). The spec included hydrovac 
brakes and power steering. Gone were the 
flat-panel split windscreen of its predecessors. 
BMC gave its Morris and Austin twins the 
distinction of being the only British trucks 
with a single-piece wraparound screen, aping 
the style of cabs sported by Chevrolet and 
other US volume-producers in this period. 

The FH development was introduced in 
1963. It had the same basic cab but a revised 
engine installation, with the block canted 
to achieve an almost flat floor. With the FJ 
replacement being produced at the new 
Bathgate, West Lothian plant, the FF was 
the last Midlands-built Austin/Morris/BMC 
medium-weight. 

Morris Commercial was launched as a 
subsidiary of Morris Motors in 1924. The 
vast 21-acre Adderley Park, Birmingham 
manufacturing complex was taken over by 
Morris in 1926 following the collapse of 


Wolseley Motors. In 1929 the site became 
known as the Morris Commercial Fleavy 
Vehicle Works. 

A new name 

The Morris Commercial name first appeared 
on the radiator header casting in 1927. By 
this time the T type one-tonner had been 
in production for three years. The 2.5-ton 
gross laden weight T type was the first Morris 
goods model that had a car engine but a 
chassis that was not car-derived. The engine 
was a 31bhp 1.8-litre. The bigger 1.25/1.5- 
ton payload Z type was introduced in 1926. 
Its 34bhp, 2.5-litre, 4-cylinder petrol engine 
was purpose-designed for goods vehicles. It 
was subsequently enlarged to 3.0-litres, in 
which form it produced 45bhp. Later 1920s 
developments were the TX, R and ‘Leader’ 
PB4 normal control and PF4 short-bonnet 
types with payloads in the 1.5/2.5-ton range. 
The next step-up in payload was the 1931 
‘Courier’ normal control 4-tonner and its 
5-ton forward-control counterpart. These 
were followed during the course of the 1930s 
by C and CV type evolutions. With more 
substantial looking sheet metal and bigger 
section tyres, engine outputs were in the 
55-85bhp range. 

In parallel with the Z type, development 
began of the 1.5/2-ton payload D type, 
similar in appearance but with two drive- 
axles. It was produced in long and short 
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In production from 1960 until the early 1980s, the FG was the last goods A 1937 CS11/40F, a short-nosed semi-forward-control alternative to 

vehicle designed by Morris Commercial engineers. the bonneted version. 


TD 6x4 Army field cars, very much the Range Rovers of their day, were Morris Commercial produced some 15,000 CS8 Army 4x2s with various 

replaced by the similar CD model, seen here. body types between 1934 and 1940. 


wheelbases. The TD 6x4 ‘touring car’ 
derivative was used by the Army as a senior 
officers field car. It had a canvas hood, five 
seats and a folding map table. Demonstrating 
the models traction advantages, in 1928 a 
pair of D types became the first wheeled 
vehicles to cross South Africa’s million square 
mile Kalahari Desert. D types and their 
successor CD developments were supplied 
to the British Army in bonneted and semi¬ 
forward control cargo truck and gun tractor 
forms right up to the outbreak of WW2. D 
types were also exported to India, China and 
elsewhere. 

Alongside the 6x4s, military-spec CS8 
4x2s were produced from 1934, with nearly 
15,000 delivered by early-WW2. Later specs 
had 60bhp petrol engines. In the wake of the 
Dunkirk evacuation by the Allies in 1940, 
many CS8s were left behind and used by the 
German Army. 

The CS8 gave birth to the C8 4x4 series, 
chiefly produced as artillery tractors. By 
the end of the war Morris Commercial 
had delivered 10,000 examples of these 
highly capable vehicles. The C8 was built 
on a patented chassis frame with an 8.25ft 
wheelbase. Power was provided by a 70bhp, 
3.5-litre straight-6 petrol engine with drive 
through a 5-speed gearbox. At a gross train 
weight of 8.4 tons towing an ammunition 
limber and 25-pounder field gun, the C8 
could ascend a l-in-3 gradient in bottom gear. 
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Morris Commercial has the distinction 
of producing in 1929 what research 
suggests was the worlds first 8x8 cargo 
truck with front-bogie steering. Based 
on the Morris Commercial 6x4, it was 
a prototype commissioned by the War 
Offices Mechanical Warfare Experimental 
Establishment. (In the same year, a very 
unorthodox prototype built by Armstrong 
Siddeley comprised two rigid units with 
central pivot steering.) Unremarkable in 
appearance apart from the twin front drive/ 
steer axles, it had skinny tyres (with twin 
rears), a straight bonnet with side louvres, 
canvas cab top and horizontally-split 


windscreen glass. The 8x8 was abandoned, 
but the company’s WW2 production 
included a contract to supply 500 Terrapin 
8x8 amphibians. Designed by Thornycroft, 
the 4-ton skid-steered Terrapin had twin 
Ford V8 engines and separate left- and right- 
side drivelines. 

The Morris Commercial name is kept alive 
by the 475 members of the impressively well- 
run Morris Commercial Club. In its day, the 
company’s ability to manufacture competitive 
products in high volume made it a giant of 
Britain’s goods vehicle industry. Underlining 
that, Morris Commercial delivered around 
80,000 military vehicles from 1934 to 1945. ❖ 



The final version of the C8 4x4 
'Quad 7 field artillery tractor. 
Earlier body types featured a 
sloped steel rear roof section. 
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Words: Bob Weir 
Photos: Bob Weir/As stated 


NEW KID 
IN TOWN 

It’s always a cause for celebration 
when a Foden lorry joins the vintage 
vehicle circuit. Bob Weir met up 
with Jimmy Cairnie, and his recently 
restored Mickey Mouse. 
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FODEN S21 



Owner Jimmy 
Cairnie has been a 
big Foden fan since 
he was a boy. 


The Foden was new to a 
Peterborough potato merchant 
called Baxter and Guion Ltd. 


I 

J immy will be no stranger to readers of 
Heritage Commercials, as his distinctive 
Foden S21, registered ALE 186, was 
featured in the March 2006 edition of 
the magazine. The lorry was a popular sight on 
the Scottish rally scene for many years, until it 
was sold a couple of years ago at a Morris Leslie 
Classic Auction. Which begged the obvious 
question: why did he decide to sell the lorry? 

“The problem was I didn’t have enough 
garage space to store both Fodens,” Jimmy 
explained. “I had already acquired TEG 472 
in 2009, and it was just parked up in my 
driveway. I’d already done some work on 
the vehicle, but it was hard going, without a 
covered workspace. I ended up switching the 
lorries over in 2012, and it was ALE’s turn to 
sit outside. We then suffered a couple of bad 
winters, and the lorry started to suffer.” 

After spending some time mulling things 
over, the matter came to a head in 2014. 

“It had reached the point where I had to do 
something before ALE went downhill,” said 
Jimmy. “I remembered that my late wife said 
that I could only drive one lorry at a time, 
and I realised I would have to let the Foden 
go. Then last summer I happened to bump 
into Morris Leslie at the Biggar rally. We were 
chatting about Fodens, as he had recently 
acquired a lorry of his own. He then suggested 
that if I ever wanted to sell ALE, he could 
put it into one of his classic auctions. I wasn’t 
having any joy shifting the lorry through any 
of the specialist magazines, so decided to give 
it a go.” 

So how did Jimmy feel about parting with 
the lorry, after owning it for all this time? 

He said: “Looking back the sale was quite an 
emotional experience. My granddaughter had 
offered to take me to the auction at Errol, and 
she kept asking me whether I was doing the 
right thing. It was a close call as to whether I 
would jump into the Fodens cab, and drive the 
lorry back home. However, I managed to hold 
firm. I found out later that the Foden was sold 
to a collector from Bury St Edmonds, Derek 
Cooper Transport, so it looks like it has gone 
to a good home.” 

FODEN FAN 

Jimmy has spent a lifetime in transport, and 
has been a big fan of Foden since he was a boy. 
Born in Crawford in the Scottish Borders, he 
now lives close to that engineering marvel the 
Falkirk Wheel. 

“The first lorry I ever drove was a second¬ 
hand Leyland Beaver,” he said. During a 
career spanning over forty years, Jimmy has 
hauled all over the UK. He has many good 
memories, particularly of Shap Summit. He 
said: “You had to be careful there, particularly 
during winter. Fatal accidents were quite 
common, and the climb had to be treated with 
respect. If you let the speed build up while you 
were coming down, you could be in serious 
trouble.” 

Jimmy had his fair share of close shaves, 
and when he is in the area rarely passes up the 
opportunity to take a trip down memory lane. 
His love of Foden also dates back to his youth, 
when he was brought up next to a haulage 
depot. 
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Restoring the cab was a real problem. The fiberglass had to be cut away in order to get to the rotten wooden cab frame. Photos courtesy Jimmy Carnie 




The Foden's interior will bright back memories 
to so many drivers! 


Specification ^ 

Make/model: 

Foden S21 KG5/14 

Year: 

1964 

Registration: 

TEG 472 

Engine: 

Gardner 5LW 

Transmission: 

12-speed Foden 

Top Speed: 

47 mph y 



The Foden badge is not a regular fitment, and 
was borrowed off an old steam engine. 



He said: “I first drove a Foden when I was 
working for a tube company supplying the 
oil industry I was hooked from the first gear 
change, and have been a big fan ever since. 
Looking back I suppose my favourite model 
was the S20.1 can remember the lorry coming 
on the market when I was a teenager, and it 
was very popular. I also liked the S21 ‘Mickey 
Mouse. I believe this was Foden’s first effort at 
using glass fibre. The lorry’s appearance was 
quite distinctive for its day, and made a change 
from the usual box shape.” 

Now that ALE 186 had been sold, Jimmy 
could concentrate all his attention on TEG 
472. He said: “By this stage TEG 472 was 
restored and up and running, although there 
were a couple of things that needed finishing 
off. I originally spotted the vehicle back in 
2009 in an advert in Heritage Commercials 
magazine. The owner was a showman based 
in Manchester. I rang him up, and he said 
the lorry was a runner in good condition. I 
decided to take my wife down for a closer 
look with the intention of making a deal, and 
driving the lorry back to Scotland.” 

But when Jimmy arrived at the owner’s yard, 
he was in for a bit of a shock. “When I first saw 
the lorry my initial reaction was ‘that Foden is 
not going anywhere anytime soon. The lorry 
looked in poor condition, and certainly not fit 
for a 200 mile haul back up the motorway to 
Scotland. I decided instead to make an offer 
for the Foden’s 12-speed gearbox, with a view 


to putting it in ALE. 

“The owner wasn’t impressed with my 
change of heart to put it mildly, and even 
ordered me out the yard! Fortunately, his two 
sons were there to calm him down. It was 
obvious they wanted to get rid of the Foden, so 
they persuaded me to hang around while they 
had a word with dad.” 

While all this was going on, it allowed 
Jimmy the opportunity to give TEG 472 a 
good once over. He said: “I had been told 
that the lorry was originally new to a potato 
merchant called Baxter and Guion Ltd based 
in Peterborough. On closer inspection the 
Foden seemed to have a good chassis, and 
despite my initial misgivings I realised it 
had potential. By this time the owner had 
calmed down, so I decided to buy the vehicle. 

I returned to Scotland, and travelled down 
to Manchester again a few days later with a 
borrowed low-loader. I was even able to drive 
the Foden onto the trailer, which seemed to 
bode well for the vehicle’s mechanics.” 

But having transported the lorry back to 
Scotland, Jimmy soon realised the enormity of 
the task that lay ahead. 

HARD WORK 

“The more I examined the lorry, the more 
I realised how much work was going to be 
involved,” he recalls. “To begin with ALE was 
still kept in the garage, and the new lorry was 
parked in the driveway. I decided to start 


A superb example of 
British roping & sheeting 
in times past! 
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the restoration with the back axle. The lorry 
had been standing idle for years, and it soon 
became clear that the hubs were in a bit of 
a state. I had to fit new ball racers and seals 
all round, which was quite expensive. When 
I moved on to the brakes, they were also in 
poor condition. 

“Fortunately the gearbox did not need a 
lot of work, other than a good clean up and 
change of oil. The Foden 12-speed was the 
first of the multi-speed gearboxes, and quite 
advanced for its day. I had first come across 
it when I was still a boy living in Crawford. 
Foden vehicles up from England used to stop 
at the depot overnight to change drivers. I 
was friendly with one of the local drivers, 
and occasionally I would skip school and he 
would take me along for a ride. One night he 
came round to my house and said: you won’t 
believe what I’ll be driving tomorrow.’ The 
lorry turned out to be a S18 two-stroke. I used 
to help him operate one of the two gear levers, 
so I knew what was involved.” 

Although Jimmy was happy with the 
gearbox, the engine was another matter. 

“It was in a terrible state,” he remembers. “In 
my experience, Gardner engines always had a 
habit of leaking oil, but in this case the sump 
was loose and the sludge was so bad I had to 
empty it with a shovel. I then sent the injectors 
down to Gardner Enthusiast in Chalgrove 
near Oxford. When I got the parts back they 
were perfect. The engine now runs smoothly, 
and I have no complaints. 

“You have to remember while all this 
restoration work was going on I was still 


driving for a local company, so spare time was 
at a premium. The lorry had come as a chassis/ 
cab - there was no body. Restoring the cab was 
a nightmare. Even though the ‘Mickey Mouse’ 
cab was made out of fibreglass, there was still 
all the wood inside, which was a throwback 
to the old style wagons. The fibreglass had 
to be cut away to get at the wood, and the 
job seemed to take forever. Fortunately my 
friend Joe Hempstead is quite an expert with 
fibreglass, and he agreed to help out.” 

NOT PLEASED 

“We’d lifted the cab off by this stage, and had 
put it on a trailer. While the cab was off, I 
took the chassis up to a specialist painter 
at Auchterarder. He blasted it right back to 
the bare metal. I then brought the chassis 
back home, and re-fitted the cab. To do this 
I had to borrow a special forklift with a high 
extendable arm. It was then just a question of 
waiting until the painter had some free time, 
to finish the job. Unfortunately, this took the 
best part of a year. To cap it all the painter then 
came round one evening and asked me to take 
the cab off again, because he was running out 
of space. I was not best pleased, as you can 
imagine! 

“Anyway I agreed to do it, and we took the 
cab back up to his workshop. Once the job 
was finished we then took the chassis up to 
the paint shop, and re-assembled the lorry. I 
then drove the Foden home. This was quite 
an experience, as this was the first time the 
vehicle had been driven for 20 years. The 
smoke belching out was awful, but things 


calmed down after a few miles. Because there 
was no weight on the rear end the lorry kept 
bouncing around, and the trip took over an 
hour.” 

Jimmy was concerned about the lorry’s low 
cruising speed of only 40mph, so decided 
to get in touch with Foden experts John 
Sanderson and Robert Matthews, about a 
replacement differential. 

He said: “John had a pair of higher speed 
diffs, so I took my van down to England to 
pay him a visit. I chose what I thought was the 
better of the two, but when I got home the half 
shafts didn’t fit properly so I had to go back 
down again. The diff still isn’t ideal, but the 
lorry will now cruise at 47mph.” 

Once the lorry’s flatbed had been fitted, 
along with a few final touches, it was time for 
the Foden’s first proper outing at an Easter 
rally held at Kirkby Stephen. 

Jimmy said: “This was the first time the 
Foden had been out as a complete lorry 
for almost a quarter of a century. My 
granddaughter’s boyfriend Gary came along 
to keep me company. He is a motor mechanic 
to trade, but the Foden was built a bit before 
his time. Despite this he had been a big help 
with the electrics during the restoration, and 
certainly enjoyed the trip down to Brough. 

“I wasn’t too concerned about breaking 
down, as we’d made plenty of last minute 
checks. At the end of the day it’s a Foden with 
a Gardner engine, so I knew we would get 
home in one piece. The lorry was well received 
at the show, and everybody seemed happy to 
see it back on the road.” ♦♦♦ 
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Emerging Classic 


Dave Bowers visits 

Roberts Transport, Ross Roadways, to see a 
British classic that’s just been put back to work, 
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T raditional British-made trucks 
have sometimes had a bad press 
over the last few decades, although 
that is not to say that they have not 
done well in the hands of many appreciative 
hauliers, both past and present. Take, for 
example, Roberts Transport, Ross Roadways, 
a family owned and operated business 
established in 1968, which is based in 
Whitchurch, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire. 
This firm is managed today by the four 
Roberts brothers, Graham, Anthony, Haydn 
and Terry, and it specialises in bulk tipper 
work and steel haulage, while still operating 
a mixed fleet of ERFs and Fodens, which 
proudly fly the Union Jack to underline a 
patriotic message! 

The restoration 

The latest addition to the Roberts’ fleet is a 
2002 registered ERF ECX, which has recently 
undergone extensive restoration by Graeme 
Turner, of Turners of Much Hoole. “He was 


the only man who could do the work to this 
sort of standard.” said Graham. “He prepared 
this lorry exactly the way he would have 
done for one of his own. Its a fine piece of 
work. This joins another ECX, which was 
purchased direct from Turners three years 
ago. Registered as VU52 YGP, this was one 
of the 25 that was destined to be exported to 
Spain or France, at the time when MAN was 
taking over ERF.” 

The newly restored SG02 ZFP is fitted 
with a Cummins N14 525 engine and was 
originally owned by Rowen Bulk Services, 
and then later acquired by W Freeman & 
Sons. In 2011, Roberts Transport purchased 
the truck, which is believed to be one of only 
four of this specification left in existence, 
and it was then operated for a year, all the 
while with the intention of undertaking a 
restoration. 

Aiming to get the vehicle back into 
reliable, everyday use meant a complete 
strip-down was inevitable. The chassis was 


sandblasted by Paul Morris of Tarleton 
due to corrosion, and other light steel 
components were galvanised in many cases 
to prolong the trucks future working life. 

After noting that a million kilometres 
had been covered to date, Graeme removed 
the engine and gearbox. The gearbox was 
reconditioned by Truck Transmissions 
of Blackburn, and work on the engine 
involved re-shelling the crank, fitting a new 
radiator, intercooler and an efficient Dynair 
fan cooling system, which is an American 
developed application that works and 
controls engine cooling by way of both air 
pressure and water temperature through a 
network of valves. 

Graeme then carried out some work 
to the cab and a new paint job. The sign¬ 
writing and lining was carried out by a 
local signwriter, and to finish off the work, 
additional lights, a headboard, air horns, and 
an air-con unit were fitted to finally complete 
the 18 month restoration. 
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HISTORY 

Ross Roadways was founded by Anthony 
and Graham Roberts, who entered into 
partnership with an eight-year-old Foden 
eight-wheeler bulk tipper. Anthony was 
a plant operator, and it was agreed that 
Graham would drive the newly purchased 
vehicle, after previously working for Richard 
Read of Longhope, Gloucestershire. 

Typical loads involved hauling foundry 
coke from South Wales to the Midlands 
areas and then reloading gypsum or coal 
back into South Wales. The brothers initially 
used the Glyn Morris depot at Kilcot Garage, 
Gloucestershire for any maintenance and 
parking of the lorry, until these activities were 
relocated to the family home at Llandinabo, 
which is near Wormelow, Herefordshire. 

The Foden was replaced after a year with 
a 1965 Atkinson eight-wheeler tipper which 
had been new to Hansons of Wakefield. As 
the Atkinson came in the green and red 
paintwork of Hansons, this was subsequently 



adopted as the Roberts firms livery. At this 
point the vehicle was operated day and night 
by both Anthony and Graham. 

In 1972, the operating base was moved 
to new premises at Millpond Lane, Ross- 
on-Wye, and the following year, by now 
owning three vehicles, the partnership was 
joined by brother Haydn, who looked after 
the maintenance, and also Terry, who took 
over the role of organising the loads and any 
administrative work. 

Many vehicles were to be purchased over 
the coming years, in particular a 1969 ERF 
LV, reg OVJ 888G, which was originally 
operated by Trevor Oakley of Hereford. 

This acquisition marked the beginning of 
the firms involvement in the transportation 
of steel out of the South Wales steel mills, 
namely Orb Electrical Steels at Newport and 
also the British Steel Corporation factory at 
Llanwern, and these were to be an important 
key element of the firms future revenue. 

In 1973, the firms first new lorry was 



The ERF was refurbished by Graeme Turner, of 
Turners of Much Hoole. 


◄ Graham Roberts stands proudly 
beside the ERF. 



The view from the ECX's driver's seat. The 'wood 
and leather' look is so British! 


purchased from Praills of Hereford, an 
Atkinson Borderer Mk2 with a Cummins 
220 and a 10-speed Fuller gearbox. 

Following the spirit of the times in the 
road haulage industry, a pair of second¬ 
hand Volvo F88s were operated at this time, 
as the cab comforts and manoeuvrability 
were far superior to any British trucks of 
the period. Graham commented; “Driving 
our old British trucks, you were always 
frozen in the winter. This was at a time in the 
Seventies when the Volvo F86 was putting 
paid to many British lorries. I remember 
working alongside Volvo F86 artics that 
were hauling 21-tons when we were carrying 
only 14y2-tons on our eight-wheelers, while 
their drivers were making no effort and were 
simply spinning the steering wheel’ with one 
finger thanks to the power assistance. 

But not everything was in the favour 
of the Volvos and Scanias. As we soon 
discovered by operating our F88s, British 
trucks were far simpler and cheaper to 
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SG02 ZFP now works alongside another ECX, reg number VU52 YGP. 




The beginning - Foden bulktipper 1271 RF. 


Ross Roadways ERF, reg OVJ 888G, on steel work. 


Left: The ERF B Series, reg A512 GAD, was bought as a 4x2 tractor but later converted to 6x2 configuration to comply with the 38-tonne rules. 
Right: ERF E14 with a 320 14-litre Cummins engine and twin splitter gearbox, in HS Williams colours. Although the lorry was bought new after the 
takeover of this firm, it was decided to preserve Williams' identity, with Roberts' trucks running alongside those in HS Williams livery. Note the ex 
military Seddon Atkinson 401 parked alongside. 
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◄ Foden Alpha in HS Williams colours, 
registration P22 JRT. The faded lettering 
relates to the previous owners, Jospeh Rice 
Road Haulage of Gloucester. This truck, with 
a Cummins engine and 16-speed ZF gearbox, 
always performed well and is still used today. 



▲ Twin-steer ERF E14, reg E779 EDD. 

► Seddon Atkinson 301, registration B223PUE, 
presently retired from service, but who knows 
what the future holds... 




Foden Alpha, registration W159UCJ, Cummins Mil 405 engine. Bought new in 2000, hardly any trouble 
since then. Note wear to the paintwork that attests to the many miles use since the Millennium. 


operate. So we switched back to buying 
British” 

In 1982 the takeover of HS Williams 
Haulage of Ross-on-Wye was a significant 
event, and its fleet of four articulated units 
were added to the fleet. This allowed for 
further expansion into timber haulage 
from the Forest of Dean, and additional 
work concerned transporting raised access 
flooring tiles from a firm in Hereford. 

Quickly outgrowing their Ross-on-Wye 
yard, the firm moved once again in 1987, 
to purpose-built premises at Whitchurch, 
which is conveniently adjacent to the A40 
dual carriageway that runs between Ross-on- 
Wye and Monmouth. 

For the bulk tipper operation the business 
has always favoured Crane Fruehauf trailers, 
the first of which was purchased new in 1975 
and is still in use today. Subsequent Fruehauf 
trailers were of step-frame chassis design 
with ‘bathtub’ bodies, and these have also 
proved to be very reliable. 

Today, the fleet focuses on a variety of 
work - steel products, animal feed, waste 
disposal, curtainsider, bulk, tanker and 
specialist loads, for which a number of 
trailers are needed. 


At the time of writing, Graham and Terry 
expressed concern regarding the future of 
the UK steel industry, in particular, Port 
Talbot, which, if closed would be devastating 


for South Wales. It is hoped that this will be 
averted and that the trucks of the Roberts 
fleet will continue to fly the flag for the 
recently lost makes of both ERF and Foden. ♦> 
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a The alternator is an 

overlooked part of the 
engine charging system, but 
much more reliable than a 
dynamo. 


* Workshop 


Words & photos: Richard Lofting 


The Alternator 


Richard Lofting looks into the 
workings of the alternator. 









V ehicles were fitted with dynamos 
until around the early 1970s, 
although many would have been 
fitted with an alternator as a 
replacement once the dynamo had given up’. 
When dynamos were in common use, the 
vehicle could have either a negative or positive 
earth, and the dynamo could be polarised for 
either system, but due to the solid state diodes 
and voltage regulator fitted to the alternator 
they are all negative earth. 

Some early alternators required a separate 
regulator box, not unlike the dynamo set up. 
The later models were manufactured with 
the voltage regulator built into the alternator 
itself, making for a self contained unit. 

The alternator works in the same way as a 
dynamo, in that the current is produced in a 
wire coil passing through a magnetic field. In 
the case of the alternator it can be seen as an 
‘inside out’ dynamo, with the coils built into 
the case and the magnetic field produced by 
the rotator. This has several advantages, the 
first being that the commutator is dispensed 
with, as the coils aren’t turning, and also the 
fact that the alternator generates AC current 
which is rectified with solid state diodes. 

The magnetic field is generated within 
the rotator, which is mainly iron with a 
small coil that is fed DC current via a slip 
ring arrangement from the vehicle battery. 
The ignition warning lamp lights when the 



TOOLS REQUIRED 

■ Selection of screwdrivers. 

■ Small socket spanners. 

■ Medium sized soldering iron. 

■ A bearing puller may be required to 
get the bearings out. 


HEALTH AND SAFETY 

■ Be careful. The positive wire to the 
alternator is permanently live, so always 
disconnect the battery when working on 
the alternator as a short with a spanner 
could cause serious burns. 

■ If testing in-situ with the engine running be 
aware of the moving fan belt etc. 


ignition is switched on - it is wired through 
the rotator coil to earth. This provides 
current to initially energise the alternator. 
Once running, the current produced by the 
alternator will balance that coming from the 
ignition warning lamp and extinguish it. The 
advantages of making the alternator in this 
way means that it can rotate faster than a 
dynamo without any ill effects and of course, 
there’s less wear and maintenance. 

The AC current produced by the alternator 
is in three phases, using three coils spaced 
equally at 120 degrees around the stator, as 
the body is known. This is then converted 
by heavy duty diodes, which in essence are 
electronic one-way switches, and combined 
into one output of DC current. As in the 
dynamo, the output voltage of the alternator 
is regulated by controlling the field input. 

The modern alternator is controlled 


electronically rather than by coils and switch 
contacts as fitted to the dynamo regulator 
box. 

Due to its design and the electronic control 
of the output the alternator is much kinder 
to the vehicle battery and therefore should 
extend the battery life and keep it fully 
charged. The output from the alternator is a 
series of pulses produced from the rectified 
AC current from each of the stator coils. 

As mentioned already, the alternator is 
hard wired to the battery, but at the battery 
end of the wire there should be a short 
section that is thinner than the main wire. 
This is a fusible link, and should there be a 
direct short within the alternator itself or 
the main wire to earth, this link will blow, 
preventing the main cable from glowing like 
an electric fire element and causing a vehicle 
fire. 


All 

alternator 
variants have the 
voltage control 
components 
behind a plastic 
cover. 


A more 
up-to- 
date A127M00 
alternator, as 
fitted to the Land 
Rover Discovery. 
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Test procedure 

The easiest way to test if the alternator is 
functioning correctly is to check the voltage 
at the battery with a good test meter. If all 
is well you should be getting around 14 
volts. If you then turn on the headlamps the 
voltage may drop a little at tick over but still 
not drop below about 13.9 volts. You should 
hear the engine note change as the lights 
are turned on as the load increases on the 
alternator 

In the pictures shown, although the 
internals vary between makes, they are non 
the less similar and the components are 
easily recognised. Unless the windings are 
burnt out (very unlikely), then provided 
that you can get the parts for your 
particular alternator it is possible to keep it 
going. The usual trouble after many years 
service is that the bearings start to fail - 
initially a squeak or rumble may be heard. 
The brushes that run on the slip rings wear, 
but last a long time. The rectifier pack can 


be changed, but you will need a soldering 
iron to unsolder and solder the wires. The 
same can be done with the slip rings. 

Buyer Beware 

I used to run a Volvo fitted with a Bosch 
alternator, and with a few rudimentary tests 
I deduced that the regulator was shot. A 
local vehicle electrical shop sold me a new 
regulator, and he said if this did not work 
it would need a new alternator. I managed 
to change it in the car park to no avail, 
and on return to the shop I didn’t like the 
attitude of the salesman - he virtually told 
me to give him a deposit then and there for 
a new alternator. I stripped the alternator 
at home and could find no fault with the 
windings or diodes. I spoke to another auto 
electrician and he said it sounded like the 
regulator and he had them in stock. On 
comparing the two regulators one had 14.1 
and the other had 28.2 written on them. 

The penny then dropped - the crook had 


T\^ic/uitds tips 

■ Never run an engine with the alternator 
disconnected from the battery. 

■ Always isolate the alternator if welding on 
the vehicle, as any surge could destroy 
the diodes. 

■ Don't forget the main terminal on the 
alternator is always live! 

■ Check the alternator's output with a 
voltmeter at the battery. 


sold me a regulator for a 24 volt alternator, 
but put it in a 12 volt box! With hindsight 
obviously it would not work. Needless to 
say I have never been back to the first shop 
-1 wonder how many more unsuspecting 
people he has conned! The moral of the 
story is always check the numbers before 
fitting. 



The bearings can be checked by rocking and spinning the shaft. In 
this case the bearings are a little noisy. 


A paint brush and an air line soon has the workings clean again. 



O With the cover back on it is ready for 

further service, although it could do with 
the bearings changing. 



An old paint brush is ideal to remove 
any accumulated crud. 


O This is what happens if you keep your 
spare alternator under the bench - 
spiders and creepy crawlies move in. 
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With the 
engine 
running the 
alternator should 
be putting out 13.9 
to 14.1 volts, easily 
measured with a 
multimeter. 


B n The 

voltage 
regulator. These 
can be replaced If 
found to be faulty. 
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HC Marketplace - The place to buy and sell 



YOUR ADVERT WILL BE SEEN 
BY THOUSANDS OF READERS 
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O 

0 
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ONLINE 

www.hcmarketplace.co.uk 

EMAIL 

freeads@heritagecommercials.co.uk 

POST 

Kelsey Media, 

P0 Box 13,Cudham, Westerham TN16 3WT 


FREE ADS 



INTERNATIONAL KB PICKUP 1942, Refurbished frame, 
eng suspension and brakes etc. £15,250 ono. Tel.07847 480299. 


To place an advert within our classified 
section, phone 0906 802 0279 

Calls cost 65p per minute, plus your telephone companies access charge 

For complaints or any queries about the premium rate number, please call 01959 543723, available 9-5pm, Mon-Fri. 


Terms and conditions for private advertisers 


1. The advert copy provided by the 
customer must be legal, decent, honest and 
truthful and comply with the code of the 
Advertising Standards Authority 
(www.asa.org.uk). HC Marketplace may 
amend the advertisement to ensure 
compliance with these requirements. 

2. HC Marketplace is not able to verify the 


truthfulness of any statements made by a 
customer in the advert copy. Accordingly, the 
customer will be responsible for any losses, 
expenses or other costs incurred by HC 
Marketplace which are caused by an untrue 
statement made deliberately. 

3. In order to meet its production and other 
editorial requirements, HC Marketplace reserves 


the right to re-classify, edit the copy or alter the 
size or colouring of any advert. 

4. Whilst every effort is made to include 
your free advert correctly, due to the large 
volume of adverts we receive, we are unable 
to take telephone calls should an error occur. 
You are welcome to resubmit your corrected 
advert for inclusion in the next available issue. 


5. We can only accept one photograph 
per coupon. 

6. Please enclose a stamped address 
envelope if you would like your photograph to 
be returned. 
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AEC 


MERCURY 



1965. One owner from new. Original spec 
as a flatbed. In need of a full restoration. 
Has original number plate. £1,800. 
Tel.07982 969059. Somerset 

MUSTANG MK 2 



Lovely example of a classic Mustang. 
Took 5 years restoration and finished to a 
high standard. Mechanically perfect with 
AVU 470 engine. Ashanco exhaust brake 
with 6 months MoT. She is 1 of only 3 
left in the country and has been looked 
after and cherished. New tyres all round 
and finished off with colour coded paint. 
Vanish(green/red). For more details call 
Andy. £Open to offers. Tel.07783 145601 


ALBION 


ALBION CHIEFTAN FT37 



1957. Box Body Lorry £10,000. Tel.07964 

558174. Lincolnshire 


CHIEFTAIN 



1963, 25,000 miles. Model CHI3 AXL19 
Ex Albion works vehicle. In works livery 
with dropside body. Restored to mint 
condition including seven new Michelin 
tyres. New doors, Leyland 370 engine. 
Six speed gearbox. £25,000. Tel.01706 
229845. Lancashire 


CLAYMORE 



1961. Well known on rally field and 
road runs in Scotland/England. In good 
condition. Phone after 6pm. £POA. 
Tel.07990 836773. Lothian 


ATKINSON 


ATKINSON BORDERER 



6x4 Recovery Wagon (think Silver Knight 
ex-heavy haulage tractor unit)Cummins 
Engine. Ring for details. £6,000 ono. 
Tel.07786 063199. Lancs 


BORDERER 



Gardner 180 engine. David Brown gear 
box. New 900 x 20 tyres all round. Runs 
well. In reasonable condition. £6000 Ono. 

£6,000 Ono. Tel.07768 834782 / 07836 
252210 


SILVER KNIGHT 



180 gardner, David Brown box, show 
condition £11,000 ono. Tel.07787 
409051. Lancashire 


AUSTIN 


AUSTIN 



1955. L.W.B dropside tipper, in VGC 
willinall cab model. Also ERF B ser 
daycab T/unit Cummins 240 engine 
£3,500. £7,000. Tel.07759 473380. Lines 


BEDFORD 


4 TON TIPPER 



1939. This truck has been totally 
reconditioned and is in 1st class 
condition. Its life was used locally hauling 
sand and gravel in South Somerset 
and East Devon and Dorset. £Offers. 
Tel.07768 202524. Devon 
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BEDFORD 570 



Petrol tk 1979 fully restored new dropside 
hawson body first to see will buy £7,350. 
Tel.07492 090139 


BEDFORD QL ARMY FIRE 
SERVICE VARIANT & 
TRAILER PUMP 



1943. Part complete project. EOffers. 
Tel.07713 943164 / 01983 740899 


BEDFORD S TYPE FLATBED 
LORRY 



1954. Petrol engine, good condition, 
good tyres, electronic ignition, completed 
the 2016 London Brighton run with no 
problems £1,650. Tel.07850 209401. 
West Sussex 


OSS 



1947. With Scammell 23' auto coupling 
trailer. Fine example, good running order, 
achieved many rosettes / cups. £17,000. 

Tel.01430 422225. East Yorkshire 


RL TIPPER 



1959. Mechanically complete, diesel 
engine, excellent tyres. Cab needs work. 

Ex R. E. Hull. £1,000. Tel.01454 294861. 

South Gloucestershire 

TK 



1964. 4 cylinder, 4 speed chassis. 
Suitable for spares. Cab rotten. No 
documents. £400. Tel.01454 294861. 
South Gloucestershire 


DODGE 


DODGE CLASSIC FLATBED 



First reg. 1967, Perkins engine 6354, 
approx 30,000 miles from new. stored 
inside near great yarmouth Tel.07788 
497914/07771 882972. Noroflk 


DODGE 1000 



1971. Was tractor unit with milk company 
now break down lorry, 3 ton Harvey 
frost, V8 Perkins. Very good engine 6 
speed gearbox 2 speed axle, chassis and 
running gear very good. £1,595 ono. 
Tel.07491 268444. 


ERF 


KV 



1962. Nut and bolt restoration rallied 
since 2000 well known on the rally 
scene, 150 gardner engine 6 speed 
overdrive david brown gearbox. For more 
information ring geoff £18,000. Tel.07860 
598345. Durham 

4X2 TRACTOR UNIT SHORT 
DOOR 



1973. Cummins 220, 6 speed David 
Brown gearbox, drive well when park 
up, very originally, good chassis, needs 
restoring, also have A series unit £1,250 
ono each. Tel.07793 072470. 


A SERIES TRACTOR UNIT 



1973. Cummins 220 6 speed gearbox, 
for restoration all complete with all good 
glass, good chassis, could break for 
spares. £950 ono. Tel.07860 598345. 
Kent 
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FODEN 


FODEN 



1954. F/E 4/8 4x2 flat 4 cyl 2 stroke tax 
test exempt a rare model with a unique 
reg 593 ERF large spares package more 
info ring Tel.07919 414792 


FODEN S108R1 CHASSIS 
CAB 



Removed from service Reg date 01 - 
02-1996 29,000 Kg Cummins L10- 

325 £3,000 ono. Tel.01364 652601. 

Devon FODEN S106R 



Removed from service 04-05-2016 26,000 
Kg Perkins 340 TX engine Hymix mixer 
unit fitted 627275 kms. Loads of history, 
old MoT etc. Surplus to requirements. 

£3,000 ono. Tel.01364 652601. Devon 

S21 



1965. 4x2 box body exBrooke tea fully 
restored 150 Gardner 12 speed 55 mph 
full pro built living class4 test brilliant for 
road runs & weekend shows must be 
seen for more pictures & info £18,000 
Ovno. Tel.07919 414793 


S21 



150 gardener, 12 speed gearbox. Nut & 
bolt restoration. Living accommodation in 
tank sleep two. Sensible offers. £25,000 
ono. Tel.07860 648729. Cheshire 


LEYLAND 


GH6 



1926. This truck was made before 
1926. Many WD truck returned from the 
war. Many were reconditioned as new 
vehicles were too expensive to buy. 
Leyland London factory was at Kingston 
on Thames where most of the work was 
done. £Offers. Tel.07768 202524. Devon 


SCAMMELL 


PIONEER 



1943. Most equipment totally original, 
including tracks. Probably best in country. 
Have owned 30 years. Always dry stored, 
faultless. £24,000. Tel.01494 758539 or 
07885 491340. Bucks 


SCANIA 


SCANIA 142 GLIDER 

Bogie drive, good dry cab, We ship old 
trucks to England, good dry cabs. Go to 
www.westerntraders87.com.au or call 

$6,600 AUD. Tel.617 5466 5200 


SEDDON 


SEDDON MK5 
DELUXESEDDON MK5 
DELUXE 



Perkins diesel engine, d/brown gear box 
restored 2014/15 New cab frame,brakes, 
tyres, Re-advertised due to time waster. 

£Open to serious offers. Tel.07946 
368221 / 01902 845114 


ALL OTHER MODELS 


CCKW 353 



Rare hard cab compressor. Stored 45 
years. LE.ROI. Engine new. GMC engine 
7k. Tools. Perfect starter. Three hardcabs, 
whole. £11,500. Tel.07796 284440. 
Hampshire 

INTERNATIONAL 
HARVESTER B102 



1959. Pick up truck. Spring field, Ohio. 
Right hand drive. 3900cc petrol. Good 
condition. £15,000. Tel.07964 558174 


KB PICK UP 



1942. Refurbished frame, eng suspension 
and brakes etc. £15,250 ono. Tel.07847 
480299 
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CITROEN C15D PICKUP 



Easy restoration project 96000 miles,good 
engine and gearbox,needs new 
doors,bonnet and lights,very solid floor 
and underside.Reg HI 55 JOS valued at 
£500. £950 ono. Tel.07811 096017 


COMMERCIALS WANTED 


1950S SCAMMELL 

Wanted. Anything considered! please 
email with any details.Also WantedVickers 
Caravan Please email with details.. 

smilesnthat@yahoo.co.uk 

DODGE POWER WAGON 

1946/55, Wanted. With front Braden 
Winch Tel.01603 452824. Norwich 


PARTS FOR SALE 


ALBION SCREW ON 
RADIATOR TOP 

And fuel tank top £35 each can post. 
Tel.07966 436171. Lines 


BEDFORD KM 



Pair front shockers. No. 5. Also one 
reverse gear. Asy Bedford part No. 
7210102. Phone after 6pm. EOffers. 
Tel.07990 836773. Lothian 


ERF C SERIES 



N/s wing fender £50. Tel.07950 504134. 

Lines 

FERGUSON TE20 85MM 6 
VOLT ENGINE BLOCK 

£60. Tel.01257 483280 / 07957 495563. 

Lancashire 


FORD 1.8 Dl TURBO ENGINE 

In good condition. Tel.07510 171711. 

Bristol 


FORD 'D' SERIES 



Two N.O.S. Grilles £25 the pairTwo 
N.O.S. Grilles. £25 the pair. Tel.07966 
436171. Lines 


FORDSON DEXTA 
INJECTORS 



Fully refurbished and tested to a high 
standard. Tel.01522 788295 or 07802 
695325 


FORDSON MAJOR 
INJECTORS 



Fully refurbished and tested to a high 
standard. Tel.01522 788295 or 07802 
695325 


MASSEY FE 35 INJECTORS 



Fully refurbished and tested to a high 
standard. Tel.01522 788295 or 07802 
695325 


PARTS WANTED 


BEDFORD ML 

1952, Wanted. 6 wheels, steering wheel, 
rad shell, Bedford badge, front wing 
sidelights, driver's opening window, 
petrol gauge, ammeter and warning light 
assembly. Tel.01978 845671. Wrexham 

DAY CAB 

Wanted. To fit Volvo F6/Renault G range. 
Must be good condition. Tel.07738 
845740. Norfolk 

ERF EC OLYMPIC PARTS 

Wanted. Door window frames, door 
handles, air intake & various interior parts. 
What you got? Tel.07854 693860 / 01779 
821077. Aberdeenshire 

HEAD TO SUIT PETTER 
12/14HP 

Wanted. "S" type two stroke. For 
Australian restorer, would pay all costs 
involved, please contact Darryl via email. 

jenkofam3@gmail.com 

SERVO 

Wanted. For Bedford Oss artic. 

Tel.01384 270639 

VARIOUS 

Wanted. 10 stud riveted wheels to 
suit 900 x 20 tyres (the old 36 x 8 
type). Gardner 180 bell housing to suit 
Scammell Highwayman. Tilling Stevens 
motor or dynamo. Any motor panels, cab 
parts to suit a Seddon 32-4 tractor unit. 
Tel.07806 609199. Nottingham 

M Y n 10 CUT VAN 

1948, Wanted. Looking for the long half 
shaft approx 32 3/8" in length of my 
Morris "Y" van Tel.02089 070061 / 07999 
858873. Harrow 


TRAILERS FOR SALE 


OLD BAILEY TRAILER 



Roll on roll off trailer. Retiring soon so no 
use for it anytime. It is in good condition. 

£3,850 ovno. Tel.01409 254856. Devon 

TASKERS QUEEN MARY 

1940. Van body ali. 6ft high 11.5 ft long 
6ft 9in wide. Fitted roller shutter £250. 
Curtainsider body 20ft 6in long, barn 
doors at rear £500. £750. Tel.07802 
604407. Hampshire 
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SINGLE AXLE FLAT 


With ramps, 10ft x 6ft, spare wheel, very 
good condition, galvanised, suitable for 
small car. £1,100. Tel.01830 520360. 
Northumberland 


CARAVANS & 
MOTORHOMES FOR SALE 


BALMFORTH & SANDERSON 



Living van. 28ft. Refurbished. Hot and 
cold water. Shower. Full air brake system. 

£POA. Tel.07854 242250. Lincolnshire 


LITERATURE AND 
INFORMATION FOR SALE 


6 DONALD CAMPBELL 
BOOKS 



Donald Campbell CBE, Speed on Wheels, 
Bluebirds, Racing Campbells, Bluebird & 
Dead Lake and Life with the Speed King 

Leo Villa. £100 the lot + p&p. Tel.07968 
659967. Surrey 


LITERATURE & 
INFORMATION WANTED 


COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 

Wanted. Dodge 500 Series trucks 1960- 
1970 workshop manual. Leyland lorry 
Hippo 20HT-1SAL rigid bogie 1960-70s. 
Leyland Comet 205C/3R large manual. 
Leyland Trucks Bus Terrier, AKD 7607 
repair manual. Plus lots more, phone for 
details. Tel.07971 687318. Devon 

MILITARY VEHICLES 

Wanted. Two reference books. 1 
hardback (Bedford QL), very good 
condition. 1 softback (Military Scammell), 
very good condition, with both black and 
white and colour pages. Can buy both 
£15. £10 each. Tel.07580 129891. West 
Midlands 


VINTAGE ROADSCENE 
MAGAZINES 

Wanted. Years 1985 to 2005. Not 
complete sets. 47 in total. Also Vintage 
Commercial Vehicle magazines. 94 in 
total, not complete years, £50. £20. 
Tel.01353 721808. Cambridgeshire 


MISCELLANEOUS FOR 
SALE 


DOOR BADGES 

Leyland G. Range TR 650, BX1000, 

MS 2400. Terrier Drivers handbook. All 
unused. £15 each. Thames Trader 4D 
wing badge £20. Tel.023 8073 6698. 
Southampton 


MAC (LIMITED EDITION) 



Rizla plus Suzuki Champions tool box set. 
No 38 of 150. Four piece set plus custom 
made cover. Features John Reynolds, 
Shane 'Shakey' Byrne. Has certificate of 
authenticity and signed plaque. £1,500. 
Tel.01933 624565 or 07714 586288. 
Northamptonshire 

PRIVATE REGISTRATION 
PLATE 

On Retention 9 EXK. This is from a 1965 
E-Type. £5,000. Tel.07888 822949. 

Coventry 

RAC RALLY PLAQUE 



\ \ ^ Hr 

Torquay rally March 1936, 2 inch 
diametre, silver plated. 2 fixing lugs 

£45 free postage. Tel.07794 775973. 

Hampshire 

VINTAGE LAPEL BADGES 



Ranging from late 60’s early 70’s. Rare 
vintage lapel badges, original and as new 
condition These have been well looked 
after for many years and have been part 
of a collection. £10 each. Tel.07734 
709797 


TWO AMMETERS 



0-60 and 0 -300 amps. Were in use with 
aLister Lighting Plant until recently. Buyer 
pays the carriage or collects. £40 for the 

pair. Tel.01748 810348. N.yorkshire 

VINTAGE CUMMINS BADGE 


w _ 


Never been used. Have been part of a 
collection and well looked after. £100. 
Tel.07734 709797 



SERVICES 


DAVE ALLEN TRANSPORT 



Ring for details. Collection/delivery to and 
from shows/sales tractors, agricultural 
machinery, plant, commercial and military 
vehicles etc. Winch for non-runners, large 
or small equipment moved. Short notice, 
evenings/weekends no problem. Fully 
insured, www.daveallentransport.co.uk 
Tel.01308 868741 or 07798 845112. 
Dorset (T) 

REPAIR SERVICE 



Ring for details. Servos and HydroVacs, 
some models off the shelf in exchange, 
new leather diaphragms available. Ring 
to discuss your requirements. Collection 
Service available. CLASSIC SPARES: 
ian@classic-spares.co.uk or call. (T) 
Tel.01626 891645. Devon (T) 
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COMMERCIALtrader 

the place to buy and sell 



SERVICES 


Snows 

Commercials Ltd 

Specialist Truck Breakers 

Recycled Late Trucks & Trailers 
from the likes of... 

• Volvo • Scania • MAN 
• Mitsubishi • Canter • Isuzu • Hino 


To see the full range of 
recycled parts visit 

www.snows-commercials.co.uk 


@01454 632508 

Vimpennies Lane ATF 
Compton Greenfield, Bristol BS35 5RY 



CLASSIC 
LAND ROVERS 

BRITISH CLASSICS 
HERITAGE MOTORS 
PARTS 1948 to Date 
RETAIL TRADE EXPORT 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
RESTORATIONS 
MANUFACTURING 
Country Workshops, Risegate, 
Nr. Spalding, Lines PE11 4EZ 
Tel/Fax: 01775 750223 
www.british4x4centre.co.uk 


Steering Wheel Restoration 


Steering wheel restoration, 
vintage to modern cars, 
tractors, lorries, buses, f _ - ) 

boats. Bluemels, Celluloid,^/ 

Bakelite, Wood & Plastic 
tel: +44 (O) 1843 844962 
www.SteeringWheelRestoration.co.uk 




COMMERCIAL VEHICLE RENOVATION 


CONTACT IAN 

• 07979 550035 

• 01228 672959 


TIME SERVED m YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Cab fabrication to metal wood fibreglass 
Complete repainting 2pk system 
basecoat & lacquer 


SIGN WRITING 




^ Bwd g E S { 




1973 


www.grahambridges.co.uk 
email: graham.bridges@btconnect.com TRADITIONAL SIGNWRITING 
01472 813785 ■ 07961 326898 COACHLINING - GOLD LEAF 


TRADITIONAL 

S1GNWRITER 


Vintage Vehicles, 
Fairground & Narrowboats 

Est. 1965 


t/a SIGNS & SYMBOLS 


Contact Dave Perks 

01384 423458 • 07889 113017 
signsandsymbols@hotmail.co.uk 







































































SPARE PARTS 


MidUattd Automotive, Panti Jttd. 

For all your Bedford Spares 

Specialising in AWD, J,TK,TL,TM, 

TM Military, M Model Military, Coaches 

Established over 30 years 
World wide distribution 

Phone No: +44 (0)1691 652912 
Fax No:+44 (0)1691 650022 
Email: midlandautomotiveparts@yahoo.co.uk 

Web: www.bedfordspares.co.uk 




Annate Motor Unrts Lid T-cH 01 24S 452111 f 62006T 
L-fi 21 klwV*TT LnPzn- Che^ifteC Ufti U* MHt 

irmelo co uk arnafl: 0Dle£^i!riTK7to.M.ufc 


REWINDS & REPAIRS 

iwsem tmucis *»mhh uetQM 


Specials in heavy duty F£V vahictE components 
3 year wummltes on ftdy rtnonddiofieO unite 
Ty;-JLal [Ui-UMuurid 7 ■ t4 duy* 

In heufifl i«r>itiiig tocdiuw 


StAlors Rotors Arrmitu ras 


JONES SPRINGS 

(ENGINEERING) LTD. 


Manufacturers and repairers of Land Rover springs 
including Steam Locomotives, Air Suspension, 
Vintage and Classic Cars. 

Specialists in Spring Modifications. U Bolts and 
Associated Spring Sundries Always in Stock. 

GLADSTONE STREET, DARLASTON, 

WEST MIDLANDS WS10 8BE 
Telephone: 0121 568 7575 
Facsimile: 0121 568 7692 

E-mail: sales@jones-springs.co.uk • Website: www.jones-springs.co.uk 




To advertise in 

Heritage Commercial 

call 01732 445325 


D.H. Day 

MAGNETOS, DYNAMOS 
& STARTERS 

rebuilt and guaranteed three years. 

Steering wheels recovered in 
genuine celluloid. 

Components manufactured to 
sample/drawing. 

Full machine shop facilities. 

Aldrans, Church Hill, 

Wroughton, Swindon, 
Wiltshire SN4 9JR 
Tel: 01793 812323 
Fax: 01793 845323 
Quote Ref: ADV ^ 


Dave Tromans 


Air brake valves, Hydrovac, 
servos, also a selection of kits. 
Advice on problems. 


Please ring Dave on 
0777 3636712 / 07946-574678 


TRAINING SERVICES 


TRAINING LIMITED 

Dangerous Substances 
Training Centres at 
Warrington and Wakefield 

ADR, DCPC, Forklift, H & S 
Courses can be tailored to suit 
Various consultancies inc DGSA 


Tel: 0151 488 0961 / 07915 610232 
admin@1ranschemtraining.com 
www.transchemtraining.com 


LOCKHEED & GIRLING 

BRAKE & CLUTCH 
HYDRAULIC CYLINDERS 


FOR ALL BRITISH COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLES 1935-1980 
HUGE STOCK OF NEW MASTER 
CYLINDERS, WHEEL CYLINDERS, 
CLUTCH SLAVES, 
m. FLEXIBLE HOSES, —r— 

* REPAIR KITS etc. —^ 

WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER 


POWERTRACK LTD 

Tel/Fax: 01753 842680 
www.powertrackbrakes.co.uk 


We have MASSIVE stocks of the following 
BRAND NEW spare parts FOR ALL 
TRUCKS, PICK-UPS, VANS, COMMERCIALS, 
TRACTORS & CARS 1920's TO 1980's 

King Pins & Bushes Sets, Track Rod Ends, Drag Link 
Ends, Draglinks, Head Gaskets + Upper & Lower Gasket 
Sets, Engine Valves, Valve Guides, Valve Springs, 
Piston & Ring Sets, Shell Bearing Sets. 
Contact John Davis - 01724 784230 
(Phone, Fax, Answerphone) or by mail to 
John Davis, Beltoft House, BELTOFT, North Lines DN91NE 
or email: johndavis.vintage@btinternet.com 
(For availability, quantity & price) 




CLASSIC JL VINTAGE 
COMMERCIALS SPARES 
FROM 1940s-1990s 


We have thousands of parts, new and 
secondhand for commercials, buses, 
coaches, light vans etc. 

We may just have that hard to find part! 

a \,$0 We have hundreds of workshop 
manuals and parts books 

CALL TODAY 

0780 3121 435 

^We’re always looking for job-lots of vintage spares y j 


TRANSPORT 


TRANSPORT AVAILABLE 

for tractors, 
classic 
commercial 
vehicles, 
agricultural 
machinery, 
etc. 

Phone for quote 01531 670357 or 
email: rjtransport@btconnect.com 
Herefordshire 



CLASSIC SPARES! 

To advertise in 
Heritage Commercial 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for 
post 1935 classic and vintage buses, 
coaches and commercials. 

Kits for master cylinders, 
wheel cylinders and slave cylinders. 
New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or 
made to pattern. 

Cylinder resleeving service 

Contact: 

Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, 
Devon EX6 8LF. 

Phone & Fax: 01626 891645 
ian@classic-spares.co.uk 
www.classic-spares.co.uk 

call 01732 445325 
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Next month 


On sale April 21, 2017 



It was at the 11 th hour and 59th minute that what was to become 935 XUC was saved from 
the cutting torch and - in time - this Atkinson LI 366 was to eventually come into the busy life 
of Nottingham based Ian Patrick. Ian (and friends) were to spend 12 years restoring this slice of 
Walton-le-Dale's finest into what is now, a head turning classic Bob Tuck hears the story. 



Ex-Army Bedfords are popular with enthusiasts, and come in many shapes and sizes. Jim Smith from 
Cumnock owns a TK that has been converted into a mobile display unit, as Bob Weir discovered. 



TH PACIFIC 


If you thought all the ex military 
M26 Pacifies which were 
operated on the'60s UK heavy 
haulage scene were painted red 
and came from South Wales, 
then you'd better think again. 
Elliott's of York were renowned 
for doing heavy haulage in 
their own inimitable way and 
in 1965, they put into service 
a highly modified 6x6'Dragon 
Wagon'which did all sorts of 
work for them. 


PLUS 


Workshop. On location. Archive album. News and events & More. 
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WHY RISK YOUR PHOTOS ON DIGITAL STORAGE? 





Leather 


F605 Gainsborough Burgundy Binder 
(£23.95) 


For the 'Rea/ 1 Collector 


1 PACK (10 SLEEVES) FROM ONLY £4.95 

CHOOSE YOUR ARROWFILE CRYSTAL CLEAR POCKET REFILL SLEEVES FROM BELOW 

Please ask operator for details of Caption Inserts 


IfC* 
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°0 /Holds1\ 

° ( CDs/ ) 
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== 


RA1520C (£5.50) 


RA1410C 

Negatives 


7589C 


10 Rows of 4 
35mm Negs 


RA9090C (£5.50) RAMM2A (£5.25) RA21 18C (£5.50) RA9790C (£5.50) RA1 515C (£5.50) RA435H (£5.50) RA926M (£5.50) 
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KDF605 Binder 
Album Set (£67.85) 


CLAIM AN ARROWFILE LEATHER 
BINDER ALBUM ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

when you order any Pocket Refill Sleeves 
to the value of £25 or more 
Or even better spend £50 or more on any Pocket 
Refill Sleeves and claim Double Album Set FREE* 

Quote: HC0417 and add FREE items to your basket online 

A rrowfile offers unique storage systems to help keep 
everything...in its right place. Whether it's photos, cards, 
your own creations, CD/DVDs, Documents, Certificates, 
Tickets, Postcards, Collectables, Memorabilia, Negatives and 
Slides or any other item you wish to organise. We can help you 
store them safely and securely into a simple and adaptable 
storage solution to make your own memorable album. 

Our Binder Album System allows you to break away from the 
limitations of ordinary albums. Used by museums, its flexibility 
enables you to place ACID-FREE loose leaf refill pages with 
varying sized slip-in pockets into ONE SINGLE album. 


Album Size: 338mm H x 286mm W x 70mm D. Capacity: up to 70 clear Refill Pages per album 
Terms & Conditions: *Please note normal P&P applies £5.95 | Offer limited to one album per household | For overseas orders and non-mainland UK delivery please ring +44(0)1 904 2021 50 


Freephone Hotline 0800 027 0636 f f A Order Online - WWW.ARROWFILE.COM/PHOTO50 

For Special Offer quote code: HC0417 hjCjuatt and ADD HC0417 in the promotion code box in your basket 


PROTECT, ORGANISE AND DISPLAY ^aiTOWflle 

FLEXIBLE ARCHIVAL STORAGE AND PRESENTATION SOLUTIONS The Collectable Storage Specialists 


Suppliers to photographers, photographic and family history societies, schools, medical establishments, museums, businesses, as well as collectors, hobbyists and musicians. 



Albums with slipcases - A3 to A5 - 



Portfolios Ring Binders, Presenters, Archival Storage Boxes, Binder Digital Photo Slip-In Albums Traditional Photoboard and 

Cases & Archival Refill Sleeves Files PLUS Indexing and Dividers - 6x4", 6x4.5", 7x5", 8x6" & more - Wedding Themed Albums 



Over 350 Acid-Free Refill Sleeves Stamp and Coin Storage - 

Docs, Postcards, Photos, Stamps Binders, Sheets, Cases, Drawers 




Postcard Binder Albums, Pockets 
Sleeves and Storage Boxes 



Acrylic Display Solutions 


Display Presentation Digital Convertors & 
Cabinets and Cases Players for Records 




Single and Multi Photo Frames - Wood, Bronze effect and more! Viewing & Scanning Equipment 




Photographic Accessories 



Visit Our Online shop and CLAIM 10% OFF any orders placed by 30th Apr 2017 - Use Code: HC17DIS 

f Cannot be used with the above album offer 
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